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The Angels Harut and Marut in Surat Al-Baqgara
To: Ustadhi Kamsokole

(Translated)
Question:
Assalam Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuh

First, 1 would like to make duaa to you and congratulate you for the hard work you are
doing in developing this Dawah work.

My question is regarding Surat Al-Bagara verse 102 (02: 102) the verse is long and | will
not repeat writing it. | will ask about what is contained in this verse:

a) Are Harut and Marut angels? Or are they from mankind with angelic qualities? There
are sheikhs who say that they are people who have great knowledge, according to the
meaning of the Arabic language. And if they are angels, how did they communicate with the
humans at that time?

b) The Quran says, §&sas Gyl diy GG o g5 Ly DALY Guldl) §salad 19088 Gulliad) (i

“... but the devils disbelieved, teaching people magic and that which was revealed to
the two angels at Babylon, Harut and Marut” [Al-Bagara: 102]

¢) What did Harut and Marut bring or what was brought down to them? Al Ga olalay Lagis
eéﬁ& S ‘—\-\9 GAS 1-“‘ ¥ s > “But they [i.e., the two angels] do not teach anyone unless
they say, "We are a trial, so do not disbelieve [by practicing magic].” [Al-Bagara: 102]

Can we say that these angels have been sent from heaven to teach people witchcraft?

Answer:
Wa Alaikum Assalam Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuh:

The answer to your questions is mentioned in the book, Al-Tayseer fi Usul Al-Tafsir -
Interpretation of Surat Al-Bagara for the verses: (101-103), and if you do not have the
book, | will quote it to you below:

[The book “Interpretation of Surat Al-Bagarah”, page 119-125, Word file:

Interpretation of the Allah’s (swt) saying:

[$Esalis 1638 3 .. Jsus abpla Ly “And when a Messenger came to them...if only they
knew” (101-103)

;,,&w};ﬁsp,,@ia £33 4 QS GaSH 1 sl Gl Goa (B b 5 aga WAl Bk 40 e (ha (sl ab3la Wi
u.\SLd\u.k-dJA\LAjJMJ‘wu‘uyh\JJﬁughw\uﬁjuMuJﬂhjum&i&pu.\hl.\.ad\‘g.ml.n\}u.ﬂ‘g
LAJ*AJJJNA“uubuﬁﬂhu«-uUJMJ&JAMUMMYwu-nh‘u-ﬂuuhwuuwusﬂ dils
Lnuu.d Y ES UAY\‘_,AMLAM \ud\}daM3WY3@MMUMJANUAUY\.\A\w‘\.au.ul.«aeb
o%u}ﬁha\yuj)aﬂ\mw‘uyd\ \\3\3.\4&\*\333 UM\JAISJI*&\MUH

“And when a messenger from Allah came to them confirming that which was with
them, a party of those who had been given the Scripture threw the Scripture of Allah
[i.e., the Torah] behind their backs as if they did not know [what it contained] * And
they followed [instead] what the devils had recited during the reign of Solomon. It was



not Solomon who disbelieved, but the devils disbelieved, teaching people magic and
that which was revealed to the two angels at Babylon, Harut and Marat. But they [i.e.,
the two angels] do not teach anyone unless they say, "We are a trial, so do not
disbelieve [by practicing magic]."t And [yet] they learn from them that by which they
cause separation between a man and his wife. But they do not harm anyone through it
except by permission of Allah. And they [i.e., people] learn what harms them and does
not benefit them. But they [i.e., the Children of Israel] certainly knew that whoever
purchased it [i.e., magic] would not have in the Hereafter any share. And wretched is
that for which they sold themselves, if they only knew * And if they had believed and
feared Allah, then the reward from Allah would have been [far] better, if they only
knew” [Al-Bagara: 101- 103].

Allah (swt) clarifies in these verses the following:

1- The Jews opposed the Messenger of Allah (saw) and they challenged him with the
Torah in which they questioned him from the Torah, asking the Messenger (saw) about the
soul, the people of the cave and Zhul-Qarnain. The Messenger of Allah (saw) used to answer
them by what Allah (swt) has revealed to him from the Quran. Moreover, the Messenger
(saw) used to expose the ways they would twist and distort, such as their distortion of the
stoning of the adulterer and the distortion of the description of the Messenger (saw) that
came in the Torah, which was the revelation of Messenger of Allah (saw) confirming what
was indicating by the Torah. Once they found that the outcome of the challenge using the
Torah was not how they wished, they turned away from it and discarded it behind their
backs ¢isalis ¥ *ts%) “as if they don't know”, i.e. their rejection of the Torah was from those

who do not believe in it and did not know the truth that came with it, including the description
of the Messenger of Allah (saw). This indicates the extreme reluctance to accept what was in
the Torah of the signs of the Prophethood of the Messenger of Allah (saw). They were
reluctant with awareness!

When they failed to show their opposition to the Messenger of Allah (saw) with the
Torah, they began looking for other issues in sources other than the Torah to challenge the
Prophet (saw) with.

2- When Allah (swt) revealed to His Messenger that Suleiman was a Prophet, Waj Wi
Cuishy Qs ey By Gigling Hal) Jielai)y am D) ) LA o83 (e iy s ) Wadl LS &
#1053 2932 Wy Gty 035 “We have sent Thee inspiration, As we sent it to Noah and
the Messengers after him: we sent inspiration to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacob and
the Tribes, to Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron, and Suleiman, and to David we gave the
Psalms.” [Surah An-Nisaa' 4:163]. The Jews stated that Suleiman was a magician and he
was not a prophet; then they collected the books that the magicians wrote with the help of
the Shayateen at the time of Suleiman (as). They were spread between their hands in
Madinah and they said that these are the books that Suleiman judged by. They followed
them and they made these books the material with which to argue with the Messenger of
Allah (saw) gola g e fuaial o L 1adigh “And they followed that which the
Shayateen recited at the time of Suleiman.”

%u-\hl-wi‘ Pl L, what the Shayateen recited or what they whispered to the magicians to
write in their books, §/s J3l GRS gt ) agass aeb “inspiring each other with flowery
discourses by way of deception” [Surah Al-Ana'm 6:112] The Shayateen before Islam
used to listen to the heavens and mix with it several kinds of lies and reveal it to_their
assouates RasulAllah (saw) said, cikdd i plaal) o2b J-ni\ 5—‘-\4 (o Uy &l gl JM Oy Hdiidy
«Os s Ab (sh i STy (35 348 435 L 4 158 Wb 4 (3a3s sl ) st Al ad) “Then the
dwellers of heavens seek information from them until this information reaches the
heaven of the world. In this process of transmission, the Jinn snatches what he
manages to overhear and he carries it to his associates. And when the angels see the
Jinn they attack them with meteors. If they narrate only which they manage to snatch



that is correct, but they embellish it with lies and make additions to it.” The Jinn have
been forbidden from eavesdropping after Islam, 4 s &Y daig (b gl aclia gl & 1..\3%,
§13%a) Ulga “We used, indeed, to sit there In (hidden) stations, to (steal) a hearing; but
any who listen Now will find a flaming Fire watching Him In ambush.” [Surah Al-Jin 72:
9]

As for golaslu dla &3 it means at the time of Suleiman (as).

3- These magician's books were written in two ways:
* First: Whispers of the Shayateen of magic.

» Second: What was taught by the angels of Harut and Marut to the people; Allah (swt)
sent them in Babylon, teaching the people of magic and warning them not to practlce it. They
mformed the people that they both are a Fitha and a test for them W) Y A sl olalzy Ly

eéﬁs-' S 43 }A3 “put neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they
had said, "We are for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us).” And

0% -

%m »ally 344 “and we test you by evil and by good by way of trial.” [Surah Al-Anbiya
21: 35]

And the teaching of magic to people was as a test for them; the one who learns magic
and practlces it WI|| be Kafireen, and the one who doesn't believe nor practice it will be
safe %J‘Sﬂ PRI Lu\%» “We are for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from

US).”

4- Allah (swt) exonerated His Prophet Suleiman (as) from the lying and defamation of the
Jews. Suleiman (as) wasn't a Kafir, and it is elaborated that he was neither a magician nor a
believer of witchcraft and thus he is not a Kafir. He is the prophet of Allah (as) X Qs

44als “And Suleiman did not disbelieve” i.e. he was not a magician nor a believer in

witchcraft to be a Kafir! This significance was appointed because the Jews accused
Suleiman (as) that he was a magician: - "lbn Jareer narrated from Shaher bin Hawshab that
he said; the Jews said, "Look at Muhammad he is mixing the truth with the falsehood, he
mentions Suleiman with the prophets, but he was a magician and used to ride the wind."
Therefore, Allah (swt) answered them and said; ¢iela 3 L “And Suleiman did not
disbelieve” i.e. he was not a Magician, but the metaphorical use of Kafir in this verse

indicates the one who believes in magic and practices it, will be Kafir, according to the
language of the Arabs, as we mentioned.

Thus, Suleiman did not became a Kaffir, but the Shayateen were Kafireen Sl 8 Lagy

UAJLAJ\YJA:UAA..\A\UAULAMLAJQAJJLAJ&_:JJQ d.ﬂ..uu.sﬂd\u-bJJJHAJM\UAM\UJA&J\J)ASUAEM\USSJ
445 3 48 “Suleiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin disbelieved, teaching men

magic and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and Marut,
but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We
are for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us).”

5- The magic is displaying something in a way other than its reality, illusion, and this
sense is coming from the verse o%u-uu‘ s UJM% “They bewitched the eyes of the

people.” [Surah Al-Araef 7:116]. 42 & A A (e 4dd) d;m,%» “then behold their ropes and

their rods -so it seemed to him on account of their magic - begin to be in lively
motion!” [Surah Taha 20: 66] which mean the reality of the stick remains a stick, but for the
onlooker it appears as a snake by illusion.

It was stated by Al-Jawahiri in the book, The Language (al-Lugha): the magic is the
spellbinding and everything that can be spellbound easily and exactly is magic; for example,
when you perform magic in front of a boy, it means that you have tricked him. The magic was



mentioned in the collection of the Arabs in the sense of the torment and severity in
bewildering and lying, about which the poet said, i)l Lalall dcac (o GEUI e 2 0 352l | seEK
refuge in my Lord from the sorcery from the torment of the tormentor.

The magic, in the sense of concealment, was used by Arabs as well; whereas, the
magician is performing with secrecy. As for, what is the magic, they are skills that enable the
magician to deceive the eyes of the people to see things as an illusion, other than reality.
However, the reality does not change, in the sense that it does not nullify the reality; for
example, if someone grabbed the snake that appears from the stick, he will confirm that it is
a stick. So when the magicians threw their rods they were seen as sticks. However, they
bewitched the eyes of the people so as to make them appear as snakes. And when Moses
(as) threw his stick, the magicians saw that it became a real snake. It was not a stick for it
then swallowed up their rods, overturning the reality. They realized that this is not magic
because magic does not nullify the reality. Therefore, they realized that it was not magic,
rather it is Haq from the Lord of the Worlds as was said by Moses (as) and they believed
strongly.

6- And o%u-\hw\ S G \#)3s “They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out
(falsely of the magic)” and gl Gl (saley 19088 Gubidd G<dg “but the Shayatin
disbelieved, teaching men magic” shows that the magic is reciting the words of Kufr. This
means that the magic is a skill being executed by using the words of Kufr in its procedures or
determinations. Other than this is not what is called magic as mentioned in this Ayah. Such
as making matters appear as other than their reality, using trickery - such as fast hands or
the like - or employing speech which is not kufr to give an illusion to the people, making

things appear as they are not - as some charlatans do, including circles of elders. This is not
the magic as mentioned in the Ayabh.

7- The punishment of the performer of magic, as we have clarified, is death for it is the
punishment of the Murtad (apostate). He is a Kafir as previously mentioned. The
Companions (ra) have punished the magician by death. Hafsa, the mother of believers, (ra)
ordered the killing of a sorceress once it was confirmed that she performed magic.

As for what was narrated that Uthman (ra) objected to what Hafsa did; that objection was
because she did that without his permission as a Khalifah of the Muslims. However, he did
not deny the ruling of death for the magician. Similarly, in the time of Umar (ra) he killed the
magician, i.e. it is the consensus of the companions over the ruling because it was a
significant matter that happened in front of them without any denial. Ahmad narrated from
Sufiyan from the son of Muawiya, uncle of Al-Ahnaaf bin Qays that he said, "We received a
letter from Umar a year before his death to kill every magician, male or female."

As for what we have mentioned about some of the handiwork that endangers people if it
is not clear to them, such as the trickery of some elders; the punishment is discretionary
punishment "Ta'zeer" depending on how much harm they have done to those they deceived.
It is known that the discretionary punishment in Islam could reach killing, depending on the
type of the committed crime.

But the difference between the killing of "Hudood" and the killing of "Ta'zeer" is that in
the first case, the killed is Murtad (Apostate from Islam). We do not pray over him and he is
not to be buried in the Muslims' cemeteries. The second case is a Muslim but he is either
Fasiq or Fajir depending on the type of the crime and there is prayer over him and he should
be buried in the Muslims' cemeteries.

8- 44 ¢l ¥) 81 ba 4y Gl pb Lap 42300 04l OB 4 G L gl (el 385 3By “So
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And from these (angels) people learn

that by which they cause separation between man and his wife, but they could not
thus harm anyone except by Allah's leave.”

Allah (swt) clarifies in this Ayah that those who learn magic and practice it are able to
effect those who they act upon from the people, such as creating problems between them



and their spouses which leads to divorce or separation. Allah (swt) shows an important
Ageedah matter to remove what may enter the minds of people, that the magician has the
ability of Allah or he can do things against the Will of Allah. Therefore, Allah (swt) clarifies in
this Ayah that nothing happens in His Dominion without His Permission, against His Will, and
this is the meaning of the Will of Allah. Then nothing happens in the Dominion of Allah
against His (swt) Will |e everythlng that happens is with His Permission or His Will or
voluntarily (swt), e%u-»d‘ﬂ‘ GO A sl &) V) Gepldd L “But you shall not will except As Allah

wills,- the Cherisher of the worlds.” [Surah At-Takweer 81:29.] But that does not mean
that it is with His consent because Allah (swt) does not accept the Kufr and the sin; | 9 45 u\%»
0@333‘ sdlal o ¥ Ak L3 ) BB “If you reject (Allah), truly Allah has no need of you; but
He likes not Kufr from His servants” [Surah Az-Zumar 39:7.] This term has this meaning
as we understood from the extrapolation of the texts, and His permission or His Will can't be
explained from the literal linguistic meaning of permission or willing, which means allowing or
requesting things or satisfaction, but it is interpreted in terms of Terminology, as is known by
the people of language or the people of Figh or the people of Usool or any of the other
Uloom (fields of knowledge).

And 44 ;,39%» “With the permission of Allah” has significant and great meaning at this

point, because what appears in the actions of sorcerers in front of people in terms of illusion
and seeing some things that they may imagine that they are creating as Allah (swt) creates
or are doing things that Allah (swt) cannot revoke. So, Allah stressed that nothing happens
but with His authorization, i.e. not against His Will but within His Will in this sense, and Allah
(swt) can revoke their magic, and nothing happens in His Dominion against of His Will.

And here someone may say, "So why does Allah not invalidate their magic?!"

Allah (swt) clarifies the good from evil; and He clarifies to us that He rewards the
goodness and punishes the evil. He then lets us know that Allah can make us one nation on
either good or bad; §cxilida &sli 3 95 33a13 44 Guldh Jaad &5 £La 313y “if your Lord had so willed,

He could have made Mankind one people: but they will not cease to dispute.” [Surah
Hud 11:118]. But Allah (swt) from wisdom He knows, left us to choose what we want from the
evil or good and we will be recompensed over them accordlngly, and some enter Paradise
and some enter Hell; §émadl Gy Aadl (e pigh ESAT (e U3 Ga G815 Wit (pall 8 LY Wit J3) “If

we had so willed, we could certainly have brought every soul its true guidance: but the
word from me will come True, | will fill Hell with Jinns and men all together.” [Surah As-
Sajdah 32:13] Therefore, there is no place to question why Allah (swt) did not invalidate the
evil of the sources. Or why Allah (swt) didn't lead us to do the good in everything that He
ordered us to do. Or why Allah (swt) did not stop us from doing the evil and do only the
good.... Allah (swt) clarifies to us the good from the evil, and He left us to choose, and that is
the wisdom of Allah Almighty; %uﬂw ahy (ol e S Y5 “He cannot be questioned for His

acts, but They will be questioned (for theirs)”. [Surah Al-Anbiya 21: 23]. However, in all
cases we must believe that nothing happens against His Almighty in the Kingdom of Allah,
but with His Permission and His Will.

- %éﬂa Oa BAY b Al L 5155 (al | gale ub%o “And indeed they knew that the buyers of it

(magic) would have no share in the Hereafter.” This means that all magic is evil; this is a
description to what they learnt of magic, 3l Galdll Gsalai and this description is significant
and clear that what they are learning harms them and doesn't benefit them, because magic
is evil and does harm without benefit.

And Allah (swt) clarifies that the one that practices the magic, as we have described it,
does not have any chance of the afterlife because he is an unbeliever of Allah and His signs.

%M L 51534 means purchased, and it has been used here meaning of a metaphor which
means he took it as a career for himself.



§VA Ga BAY) B 4 L 5155 (al 154k Mg, “And indeed they knew that the buyers of it

(magic) would have no share in the Hereafter” is in the meaning of the prohibition on the
practice of magic.

§Oigala 1 838 3 agudil 441355 L Guidsh “And how bad indeed was that for which they sold
their own selves, if they but knew.” It is evil that they are sold themselves to magic, and
they subje:ct themselves for the punishment of Allah, and they wasted against the fire of
hell 484 (e 3,4 8 4l “He would have no share in the Hereafter.”

e%b&m-} P 33% “if they but knew” which means that if they benefit from what they

learned! Because the one who knows and doesn't benefit from it, he as if he does not know.
Therefore the one who knows that the magic consequences are dire and still practices it; he
is as if he does not know, and this is a significant argument in the subject, SubhanAllah the
Almighty!

The Messenger of Allah (saw) sought refuge with Allah from the non-beneficial
knowledge, «aasi ¥ oo @dda ¥ by (adiy ¥ ale (e &b 3ein “O Allah! | seek refuge in you
from the knowledge which is not beneficial, and from a heart which does not fear
(You), and from desire which is not satisfied.” [Muslim]. This use is a significant argument
in the subject, as we said, and it is in different place in the Book of Allah and it is used in
other indications, ¢&S13 J‘-@Y‘ 55 Y G Gy G HIIT 3 gy Costing Goslh a8 (s T pT e-‘ﬁ‘%»

%JJM‘ o u-ﬁ‘ Gslil a5 “Do they not travel through the land, so that their hearts (and

minds) may thus learn wisdom and their ears may thus learn to hear? Truly it is not
their eyes that are blind, but their hearts which are in their breasts.” [Al-Haj 20:46] ¥

$Os85 ¥ a8 ;a8 & 2a 31M) 4 “nothing but calls and cries: Deaf, dumb, and blind, they
are devoid of wisdom.” [Surah Al-Bagara 2:171].

The one who does not benefit from his ears, as if he does not hear.

And the one who does not benefit from his eyesight, as if he cannot see.

And the one that he does not benefit from his tongue as if he does not speak.

And the one who does not benefit from his mind as if he does not make sense.

And the one who does not benefit from his knowledge as if he does not know.]

You will find this sufficient insha’Allah.

Your Brother,

Ata Bin Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah
18 Ramadan 1444 AH

9/4/2023 CE

The link to the answer from the Ameer’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/HT.AtaabuAlrashtah/posts/781624616858243
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