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“Guard strictly (five obligatory) As-Salawat (the prayers) especially the
middle Salah. And stand before Allah with obedience. And if you fear (an enemy),
perfrom Salah (pray) on foot or riding. And when you are in safety, offer the Salah
(prayer) in the manner He has taught you, which you knew not (before).” [Al-Bagarah:
238-239]

These are two verses regarding Salah, that were revealed by Allah (swt) during the verses of
marriage, loyalty, divorce, khula’, children, and breastfeeding. Regarding what is learned from
their Revelation, during the midst of these matters:

Firstly: One must not forget to maintain Salah during the events that he passes through in his
life, with his wife and children. His problems must not make him forget the pillar of his Deen.
Salah is for Allah, the One and Only, for it is a great pillar of Islam.

Secondly: Paying attention to Salah and rushing to it is an important matter in Islam,
especially when problems and events are escalating. The Messenger of Allah (swt) used to rush
to Salah, whenever an important matter concerned him. In addition to that, Salah brings a person
closer to his Lord and strengthens the Tagwa in him. So he fears Allah (swt), his Lord, when
dealing with the wife and children. Thus, he puts his effort to investigate the truth and stands by it
in the matters of marriage, divorce and children, hence avoiding injustice and harm to others.

Thirdly: One should always remember that this great Islam does not separate Deen from
politics. It does not separate between acts of individual worship from collective transactions. It
does not separate what they call personal behaviour from jihad and the Bayah to the khalifah and
so on. So, there is neither discrimination between rules related to rituals and rules related to
worldly matters, nor is their discrimination between an obligation of the first type and an
obligation of the second type. The One Who clarified the rulings of marriage, divorce and
breastfeeding is the One Who explained the rulings of prayer, jihad, or zakat. All of these are
from Allah (swt), and it is not correct to separate them from each other, nor to belleve in some
without the other. As mentioned in the Ayaat, (85) Graladd Ue Jalay bl Loy i) 35 ) 69353 4atall a3y

409 raly A ¥ Qiad agie CERRY S 5 oaWL ik suall 15558 udl ad3l “Then do you believe in a part of

the Scripture and reject the rest? Then what is the recompense of those who do so among
you, except disgrace in the life of this world, and on the Day of Resurrection they shall be
consigned to the most grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.” [TMQ
Surah Al-Baqgarah: 85-86]

In these verses, Allah (swt) explains the following:

1. Allah (swt) commands to maintain the Salahs. He (swt) singles out the middle prayer, and
also commands us to perform the prayer with humility, not to speak in between about anything
that is not from it.

goislall o \325&% “Guard strictly As-Salawat (the prayers).” That is, they performed it in
its times with its pillars and provisions. Al-Bukhari and Muslim narated on the authority of Ibn
Masoud, may Allah be pleased with him, and the wording is from Al-Bukhari, he said, 4 ds«; &l
@J@\&@\yuﬁwﬁ\j\ﬁy‘j& Lg\yul&l.@am.auk— e)adid@é}mﬂd.«di L;\A.\s\ d}uJuulae.h‘gf\.\hw\uim
N3 B3 g alg ade W) Ya ) Jel) (e ESLb ) Ju “l asked the Messenger of Allah (saw), |
said, O Messenger of Allah: which deed is best? He said: Prayer on its appointed time, |
said: Then which? He said: Honoring the parents, | said, then what? He said: Jihad for the



sake of Allah, so | stopped asking the Messenger of Allah (saw), and if | had asked him
more, he would have increased me.”

a3l 8Laly “the middle prayer,” Several narrations have been mentioned about what is
the middle prayer. Fajr, Zuhr, Asr, Maghrib, Isha and others were mentioned. By examining
them, it becomes clear that no narrations were narrated from the Messenger of Allah (saw),
except about the Asr prayer and the noon prayer. The saying of a Sahabi is his opinion and not a
sharai evidence, and therefore we will leave its discussion.

We now we’ll review the Shariah evidences related to the Asr prayer and those related to the
Zuhr prayer to see the most correct opinion regarding As-salat-ul-wusta (the middle prayer).

First: Muslim quoted from the hadith of Ali - ‘may Allah honor his face, said that the Prophet
(saw) said on the day of Al-Ahzab, «1J5 s )s8 aghsh &) S sl 35ia igh slal (& Usliin “They
distracted us from the middle prayer, the Asr prayer, and Allah (swt) filled their homes
with fire.”

Al-Tirmidhi narrated on the authority of Samrah «s<ax) Ay :JE el 83uall e Jiw 22 & Jgu)y O
“The Messenger of Allah (saw) was asked about the middle prayer, and he said: “It is the Asr
prayer.”

Secon: Ahmad and Abu Dawud reported with a good chain of narrators on the authority of
Zaid bin Thabit who said, ke & Jsu) claal e il e il (&0 a5 8oaledy Selal Y 8 & k)
o%uh.ujs‘ Bally cislall o \Jkat_x% E038 Lgia aluy 4s ) “The Messenger of Allah (saw) used to

pray the Zuhr prayer at the Hijrah, and there was no prayer more severe for the
Companions than it, so it was revealed: “Guard strictly (five obligatory) AsSalawat (the
prayers) especially the middle Salah”

By examining these evidences, it becomes clear that the first group of hadiths is explicit in
naming by the Messenger (saw) that the middle prayer is the Asr prayer, and in the second
group, the Companion (ra) mentions that the reason for the revelation of the verse is related to
the Zuhr prayer.

The first group is stronger in indicating the subject because it is an explicit text regarding the
middle Salah, so it is more likely than the second.

It is true that the reason for Revelation is more likely to specify what is required if the first
hadiths are considered. In addition, it the hadith is an explicit text within the matter. Therefore, it
is more likely that it is the Asr prayer. There are also hadiths confirming its virtue.

It was reported regarding the Messenger of Allah (saw), «4las i 5 il i) a ATE Cay
“Whoever misses the Asr prayer, it is as if he lost his family and property.” [Abi Dawud]

And he (saw) said, «ales ha sl $5a 4 Ga A8 2 253l 3 53aly 1508 “Hasten to pray on a
cloudy day, for whoever leaves the Asr prayer, his deeds are in vain.”

Thus, it will be in the verse, glujh sally cisiiall o 1484 “Guard strictly (five
obligatory) AsSalawat (the prayers) especially the middle Salah.” Mentioning the Specific

after the General, Allah (swt) has commanded to maintain the prayers and singled out the middle
prayer for a wisdom that the Almighty knows.

§OE 4 bifﬂé%» “And stand before Allah with obedience” i.e. being humble, without
saylng anything other than the prayer AI Bukharl and Musllm reported on the authorlty of Zayd

el e Ungds “We used to taIk durlng Salah in the tlme of the Messenger of Allah (saw)
until the revelation of “And stand before Allah with obedience” , and we were ordered to
stay quiet and were forbidden to speak, during Salah.”

Ibn Jarir narrated on the authority of Ibn Masoud (ra) that he said, ssalw §4se &) a0 cul
b KU Y B A g ol U el U Y aSlad) dlde 85 o ria ol Adly JB 33Lal) B Lald (o 3y ald e cualud L
«3all “] came to the Prophet while he was praying, so | greeted Salam to him, but he did
not respond to me, and when he finished the prayer, he said: He did not prevent me from
responding to your Salam except that We are commanded to stand up to Allah in



obedience, not to speak in Salah.”

In the second verse, Allah (swt) explains how to pray in extreme fear. Allah (swt) shows the
form of Salah in three cases:

Firstly: the usual prayer in safe circumstances, with the obligation to perform its rulings with
its conditions and pillars, so the standing, recitation, bowing, prostration, and the rest of what is
obligatory should be completed according to the Sharii rulings related to prayer.

Secondly: there is fear of an enemy and fear of his attacking the Muslims and the obligation
of guarding, so that the Muslims are not taken by surprise.

So Allah (swt) commanded Salah in this case in a special way, which was indicated by a
verse that was revealed in the Battle of Dhat al-Riqa,” in the month of Jumada al-Awwal, in the
fourth year of Hijrah, as narrated by Ibn Ishaq, according to what Ibn Hisham mentioned in his
biography of him.

So Allah (swt), commanded prayer in this case in a speC|aI way, which was explalned in the
verse of surah An-Nisa, ¢» \3.135.\15 P \.su ?g_um ‘JJAL\SJ i agia diit gm 3al) ﬂi Caadld N—‘ﬁ & \4\3%
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4laga LW &l “When you (O Messenger Muhammad ) are among them, and lead them

in As-Salah, let one party of them stand up (in Salah) with you taking their arms with them;
when they finish their prostrations, let them take their positions in the rear and let the
other party come up which has not yet prayed, and let them pray with you taking all the
precautions and bearing arms. Those who disbelieve wish, if you were negligent of your
arms and your baggage, to attack you in a single rush, but there is no sin on you if you
put away your arms, because of the inconvenience of rain or because you are ill, but take
every precaution for yourselves. Verily, Allah has prepared a humiliating torment for the
disbelievers.” [TMQ Surah An-Nisa 4:102].

It was revealed during the Battle of Dhat al-Riga’ in the month of Jumada al-Awwal, the
fourth year of migration, as narrated by Ibn Ishaq, according to what Ibn Hisham mentioned in his
biography of him.

It was narrated by the six muhaddiths, except lbn Majah, about the prayer that the
Messenger (saw) led the Muslims in Dhat al-Raqqa’: 4x il Lad  gul) plag Adilh g daa Cdia Adilh ¢
Joaild Adla (pa culy Al A2l age b s AY) Adiall Ciplag cgiall plag | g peall Al agudil ) galld Laild cufi A das
s aled agudl “A group lined up with him and a group came and the enemy came, so he
prayed with the one with him one rak’ah, then he stood still, so they completed for
themselves. Then they turned away when the enemy came, and the other group came and
he led them in the remaining rak’ah of his prayer, and they completed it themselves, then
he greeted them.”

There are other hadiths that are authentic in other collections, and all of them are valid as
long as the hadiths contained in them are authentic, provided that the Salah is carried out in the
manner mentioned in the hadiths.

Thirdly: in the event of contact with the enemy, and here are two cases:

A. If the fear is intense, meaning that the enemy is attacking the Muslims, and anticipation
and maneuvering in the battle continues, and it is possible for the soldiers to pray walking or
riding by gesturing, lowering the head in prostration more than bowing, if pOSSIb|e pray this
prayer, the prayer of intense fear, as stated in the verse of Al-Bagarah, oél-ﬂ-tSJ FEG u‘ﬁ%o
“And if you fear (an enemy), perform Salah on foot or riding”.
~ Ibn Majah narrated on the authority of lbn Omar (ra), g e ciay alu g 4de A a3 ¢
Ll ol Yo 8 Gl e 2dl Gigdd) oS b J85 “The Prophet (saw) described the prayer of fear and
said: If the fear is more severe than that, then on foot or riding.” That is, the Messenger

(saw) described the prayer of fear in Surat An-Nisa, then added that if the fear was more severe
than that, then on foot or riding, referring to a verse of Al-Bagarabh.

And this hadith is in Al-Bukhari in the tafseer of Surah Al-Bagarah with the wording,os &)



Laliiona & g ALAY Litea UGS, ol agaladl o Ll Yla ) shad dlld (e 23 i A “If the fear is greater than
that, they should separate men, standing on their feet or riding, facing the qgiblah and not
facing it.”

Then Al-Bukhari added that Malik said, Nafi’ said, & Jsu5 Ge ¥ &b &3 et & bl ¥ 51 ¥ “l do
not see Abdullah bin Omar mentioning that except on the authority of the Messenger of Allah
(saw).”

B. If the gathering is more severe, and the fighting from the enemy is considered greater, so
that it is feared to expect death, where the soldiers distracted from the fighting by praying even if
by lowering the head i.e. nodding, then in this case it is permissible to delay the prayer until this
situation is over, as happened with the Messenger of Allah (saw) in the battle of Al-Ahzaab. As
Al-Shafi’i carried with a chain of narrators, that is Sahih, on the authority of Abu Saeed Al-Khudri
(ra) who said, e $JURl Cuiasall ) AS 3l ki ALgh elld g JURN LS i Jall) (e (5 98 d s (G o gy Uiy
«lgdy b lgalaay OIS L B3a S lab B3l g ¢ Gl aMlad sLiadl “We confined ourselves on the day of
the Trench until the storm of the night was gone, until the fighting sufficed us, and that is
what the Almighty said: “Allah sufficed for the believers in the fighting” [Al-Ahzab:25] So
the Messenger of Allah (saw) called Bilal and he commanded that he give igamah for zuhr
prayer and he prayed it as he used to pray, then he established the asr prayer and he
prayed it in the same way, then he established the maghrib prayer and he prayed it
likewise, then he established the isha prayer and he prayed it likewise. In another wording,
he prayed every prayer he used to pray at its time.”

It is not said here that this was before the revelation of the An-Nisa verse, regarding the
Salah of fear, because al-Khandaq was in the fifth year of Hijrah and the An-Nisa verse in the
battle of Dhat al-Riga’ was in the fourth year of Hijrah. Therefore each case has its own Salah as
we have mentioned.

And as happened in the case of (Tuster) with the Persians, Al-Bukhari narrated on the
authority of Anas bin Malik (ra), gk- 1938 ald Jual) s B uﬂl\ Bpla) de s G dzalia &
Lgd Loy Ll oM\‘ﬂﬁau.UauLaju«u\dlﬁ L\S@Aﬁwyua\eauujuMJ@\ &UAJ\AUY\J@?EOM\ “The
opposition of the Shushtar Fortress came at the light of dawn, and the fighting intensified.
So they were unable to pray. We did not arrive until after the day had risen, so we prayed
it while we were with Abu Musa, and he conquered for us. Anas said: | am not pleased
with that worldly prayer and what is in it”

4ULRS 5l Yo g J88s GBy “And if you fear (an enemy), (perfrom Salah) on foot or riding”
That is, if you fear (the enemy) and you arrive standing on the ground, then pray on foot, or if you
arrive as riders, then pray riding, accordlng to your position. This omission is in the manner of the
Arab saying & 8 ol ad 1y o) “if it is good, then it is good, and if it is bad, then it is bad”
meaning 14 J=i o) 5 < i J=& ) “if you do good, and if you do evil.”

§salG 1558 A1 L akale S A 153436 2 138, “And when you are in safety, perform Salah in
the manner He has taught you, which you knew not (before)” That is, if the fear of the enemy

is removed, pray the usual Salah and thank Allah for His grace and facilitation for you in prayer
and teaching you what you didn’t know.
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