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Allah (swt) says, |34l 513 (35Tl i 555 caaliall | shae 1 siale il ) ¥ ok G Gl &) Y il
4 sually “By Time * Indeed mankind is in loss * Except for those who have believed

and done righteous deeds and advised each other to truth and advised each other
to patience” [TMQ Surah Al-Asr 103: 1-3].

Rasim Abu Mamoon Khater

This Surah is Makkan, revealed before the Hijrah (migration). It contains three
verses, making it one of the shortest chapters in the Qur’an, similar to Surah Al-Kawthar
and Surah Al-Nasr. It is named Al-Asr (The Time) because Allah swears by Al-Asr, which
refers to time or part of it. Although this Surah consists of only a few verses with short
passages, it contains deep meanings, powerful indications, and eloquent expressions. It
encapsulates the path of Islam, its fundamentals, and the pillars of the Deen. It includes
the bodies of knowledge and purposes of the Noble Quran in the most concise manner
and with the finest expression. It outlines the happiness or misery of humanity, pointing
out the reasons for success and failure. Imam Al-Shafi’i, may Allah have mercy on him,
said, a5 )sadl s2a V) 4dls e das alll 330 W ¢ “If Allah had revealed no evidence to His
creation except this Surah, it would have been sufficient for them.”

Reflecting on this Surah, we derive the following insights:

1. o@aﬂ'\’j% “By Time” this is an oath, but why does our Lord (swt) swear an oath? Is

it to make us believe Him? The answer is, of course, no, because Allah is al-Haq (the
Truth) and only speaks the truth. He swears to draw our attention to the importance of
what He (swt) is saying and to emphasize the significance of the message. This is an
evocative introduction to the Surah, where Allah (swt) begins with an oath, a form of
confirmation, indicating the importance of what follows. So, an oath indicates the
significance of what is to come, drawing attention to and highlighting its importance. Allah
(swt) swears by time because of its significance, to clarify its standing, and to exalt its
value. Time holds many wonders: one nation rises while another falls, fate unfolds, and
signs appear, yet Allah (swt) remains unchanged, the night follows the day, and the day
follows the night.

2. The definite article “Al’ in “al-Insan” refers to universality, meaning, every human is
in loss. This applies to all people, including the ruddy and the dark skinned, the rich and
the poor, the Arab and the non-Arab. All are in loss, and the Surah confirms the complete
loss for every individual. The Surah then presents two groups, one that is doomed to
loss, and another that is exempt from this general loss. These are those whom Allah has
exempted in the Surah.

3. Allah (swt) says, §j«d il Gui¥i &) “Indeed all humans are in loss.” This means

that each person is deeply immersed in loss, surrounded by it from every direction. This
is more eloquent than simply saying, “The human has losses.” Loss is the opposite of
profit and means destruction and decline. The loss here refers to entering Hell, earning
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the Wrath of the Almighty, being excluded from Paradise, and not receiving Allah’s (swt)
Pleasure. The emphatic & “indeed in” implies being drowned in loss that surrounds him
from all sides. Thus, the person must seek the way of salvation. The disbeliever, the
munafig, the mushrik, and the murtad (apostate) are all losers. Allah (swt) said, a3 (Rdp

4k WA jed 36 alff )58 ¢a Wy Gl “And whoever takes Satan as an ally instead of
Allah has certainly lost a clear loss” [TMQ Surah An-Nisa: 119]. He also says, a3
e%wﬁ'ﬂ‘ dlix “And there, the disbelievers will be the ones who lose” [TMQ Surah
Ghafir: 85] and 4issedli ie 35351 2 by dla 3k ol s ki 52 &5 cash “And whoever
seeks a religion other than the Deen of Islam, it will never be accepted from him,
and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers” [TMQ Surah Aal-e-Imran: 85].

4. Then Allah (swt) says, §ally 13l 55 (35l ) jial 535 ciatiall) glas 51 sialz cudll Y13 “Except
those who believe and do righteous deeds and advise one another to truth and
advise one another to patience” [TMQ Surah Al-Asr: 3]. This is an exception from the
general loss that affects every human, and none are safe from it except those who

possess the qualities of faith, righteous actions, mutual advising to truth, and mutual
advising to patience. The word ¥l “except” here is the means of salvation from loss. It

involves,

a. Belief in everything that Allah has commanded, “Adsusy AL ) gialp T35alp Cudi Lgau%
Gy-e ZRd 3 >3 . o s f.)‘,‘,.f:l,, v oaz ,,c:"f' 4wt « %2 l.~ 1 -« P A % l“ 1 -
3 b AYT o301 5 “alias “4i8p “aiilay Al 368 (a5 038 00a O3 T iy “Ad gl (e O35 (ol sl
4323 & “O you who have believed, believe in Allah and His Messenger and the
Book which He sent down upon His Messenger and the Scriptures which He sent
down before. And whoever denies Allah, His angels, His Books, His Messengers
(as), and the Last Day has certainly gone far astray” [TMQ Surah An-Nisa: 136].

b. Righteous deeds: This includes all actions of goodness related to the rights of Allah
(swt) and His servants, whether obligatory (wajib) or recommended (mustahab).
Righteous deeds are those actions that follow the commands and avoid the prohibitions
of the Shariah. The term g«\allally “righteous deeds” refers to deeds of goodness in their

totality. It covers three realms:

I. The relationship between the servant and his Lord, including beliefs and acts of
worship like prayer, fasting, and supplication.

ii. The relationship of a person with themselves, such as clothing and food.

lii. The relationship between a person and others, including transactions and
punishments.

Righteous deeds are the fruit of Iman, inseparable from it, and they are the beautiful
and sweet results of that Iman.

For righteous deeds to be accepted by Allah, two conditions must be met:

I. The deed must be performed sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt) alone, as the
Prophet (saw) said, «ssi W sl J Lily il Jued) Wiy “Actions are judged by
intentions, and everyone will be rewarded according to what they intended” (Sahih
Bukhari and Sahih Muslim). And he (saw) also said, bald 4 G& L ¥) Jaadl Ge Jiis ¥ 4l &)»
KVEY 4 43 “Indeed, Allah does not accept any deed except that which is done



sincerely for His sake and in accordance with His commands” (Narrated by An-
Nasa').

ii. The deed must be consistent with the Sunnah, 43ae Gual a&i &5t “To test you to

see which of you is best in deed” [TMQ Surah Al-Mulk: 2]. Imam Al-Razi explains, o/»
oallalls (palls ye U gea OIS 13) GlaS 5 (i ol ol om e Ll (S 1) Jasdl Y ¢lgn gual s Jlac Y Galall () 555
@il e 58 o Gl gaall s (s alll as gl o &6 of “The best deeds are the most sincere and the
most correct. If an action is sincere but not correct, it will not be accepted. If it is correct
but not sincere, it will also not be accepted. Sincerity means performing it for the sake of
Allah (swt) alone. Correctness means it must be in accordance with the Sunnah.”

c. Allah (swt) says, %&’J\g 3324‘333% “And they encouraged one another to the

truth.” Tawaasee (mutual exhortation) means giving sincere advice. Deen is sincere
advice, as the Prophet (saw) informed us when he said, «4axaill ¢pilly “Deen is sincere
advice.” They asked, “To whom, O Messenger of Allah?” He (saw) replied, 4suisly 4lly
«agiale g Gralual) ail g ddgu g “To Allah, His Book, His Messenger, and to the leaders of
the Muslims and to their common folk” (Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim). Ali ibn
Abi Talib (ra) said, «&&dé o siblialy 4aial (siasally “The believers are sincere advisors,
and the hypocrites are deceivers.” Encouraging one another to the truth is part of
righteous deeds. However, Allah (swt) mentioned it specifically due to its importance and
to draw attention to it, since some people might assume that it is enough for salvation to
merely have Iman and perform righteousness deeds, and that what happens to others
does not concern them.

d. Allah (swt) says, 4sall 131535 “And they advised one another to patience.”

Just as we need mutual encouragement toward the truth, we also need mutual
encouragement toward patience in upholding that truth. That includes patience in obeying
Allah, patience in refraining from disobedience, and patience in enduring the painful trials
and decree of Allah (swt). Although encouraging one another to patience is part of
encouraging one another to the truth, Allah (swt) mentioned it separately to highlight its
importance and the great impact it has on achieving salvation and avoiding loss.
Mentioning patience after truth indicates that calling to the truth requires endurance and
perseverance, and that callers to the truth and reformers are likely to face harm from
tyrants and their followers. Therefore, they must be patient in carrying the message and
enduring the harm they may face. The path of truth is not paved with roses and flowers,
but surrounded by hardships, thorns, and barriers. Staying firm on the path of Truth
requires beautiful patience and strong determination.

Surah Al-Asr also indicates the importance of enjoining good and forbidding evil, and
that those who do so often face harm from others. Hence the necessity of encouraging
one another to be patlent As Lugman (as) said to his son in adwsmg him, as mentloned
in the Quran, 1V sl a3 Ga i3 &y Silial G Lo Jualy giall ¢ &5 i jaally 3405 5 slial s
“O my son, establish prayer, enjoin what is right, forbid what is wrong, and be
patient over what befalls you. Indeed, that is of the matters [requiring]
determination” [TMQ Surah Lugman: 17].

So, through the first two aspects, Iman and righteous deeds, a person perfects
themselves. Through the last two, encouraging to truth and encouraging to patience, they
help perfect others. By fulfiling all four, a person is saved from loss and attains great
success.



