Article S
d;ﬁtmve for Allah, the Prophet (saw) and His Deen should mean
more than anything in this world
What has Islam taught us about love for Allah and His Messenger:
ghny Jsie Ay asih A1 ey Al A sl Al Gesd @K o) B “Say, [O

Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah will love you
and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” [TMQ: 3:31]
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The Prophet (saw) said: L 43y Cal "Jsuus a3 H& fa e)*“‘f‘ o,).x O 32 4 (8 ba EDy

QN b AR G 5% W8 LD ) aads O 608 Gas Al Y Aad ¥ p3al Gal (e Wi “There are
three things, whoever attains them will find therein the sweetness of Islam:
When Allah [swt] and His Messenger [saw] are dearer to him than all else; when
he loves a person and only loves him for the sake of Allah [swt]; and when he

would hate to go back to disbelief as much as he would hate to be thrown into

the fire.”
(swt) and His Messenger

What is the meaning of this love
‘A servant’s love for Allah

- Al-Azhari said:
(saw) means obeying them and following their command
- Al-Baydaawi said: “Love is the will to obey.”
Love in the language of Arabs means willing a thing

lbn ‘Arafah said: °
- Az-Zajjaaj said: “Man’s love for Allah (swt) and His Messenger (saw) is to obey

uprightly.
them and to accept what Allah (swt) has commanded and the Messenger (saw) has

brought.”
What has Islam taught us about disobedience in this matter
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4 &a &ep 3y “And of Humankind are some who take (in obedience), others
besides Allah (swt) as rivals (Andaad); they love them as they love Allah (swt).
When those who are followed disown those who followed them, and they see
their torment. And all their relations will be cut off from them. And those who
followed will say, 'If only we had one more chance to return (to the worldly life),
we would disown them as they have disowned us'. Thus Allah (swt) will show
their deeds as regret for them. And they will never be able to get out of the Fire”
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[Surah al-Bagarah 165-167]
On the authority of Imam Bukhari, 'Abdullah (ra) narrated:
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«d e FRE S Gl 08 & e-' Efh | qdtaa eaha 4 “A man said, 'O Allah's Messenger! Which
Is the greatest sin in Allah's (swt) sight?' The Prophet (saw) said, 'To set up a rival
unto Allah though He alone created you.' The man said, 'What is next?' The Prophet
(saw) said, 'To kill your son lest he should share your food with you.' The man said,
'‘What is next?' The Prophet (saw) said, 'To commit illegal intercourse with your

neighbour's wife'.

We are disobedient in this matter, when we love others besides Allah and
His Messenger, when we set up rivals to Allah:

The reality is that knowingly or unknowingly rivals are set up in worship with Allah
(swt). And this doesn’t necessarily mean Allah (swt) is rejected, as we can read in the
above verse. It means that others are loved besides Allah; others are obeyed, their
opinion, their commands are taken over what Allah has revealed on the matter.

Practically, we see that when these rivals act against the order of Allah (swt),
those who set rivals to Allah will defend or even follow these actions, just because
they are also loved, even if it goes against the rule of Allah.

So it is not allowed to say when the one we love goes against the rule of Allah,
“He is our father, our king, our leader or sheikh and for this reason we need to follow”,
as we will be assigning them the position only Allah (swt) can have in our lives.
Instead, we need to account them and remind them of the rule of Allah (swt). Only
then will we become true believers and take on the role of being a Shuhada an-Naas.

Only the true believers, who love only Allah, without setting any other rival will
attain the true obedience to Allah (swt) and only they will rely on Him solely in every
matter. They will be the ones who will stand firm and favour Islam and the well-being
of the Ummah over any other interest even at the expense of their own well-being.
They will fear no one but Allah and will be able to speak truth without compromising
Islam. The Qur'an and the Sunnah will be their reference point at all times and in all
matters, no matter who they are dealing with.
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