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Myanmar Refugee Dilemma: Malaysia and Thailand's Policy Shift Amidst 

Improved Diplomatic Relations with the Military Junta 

Hundreds of thousands of refugees from Myanmar in Malaysia and Thailand are 

worried about the increasing risk of forced repatriation to their home country. Although 

ASEAN has officially limited its engagement with Myanmar due to the lack of progress 

on a peace consensus, Malaysia and Thailand have begun taking bilateral diplomatic 

steps with the Myanmar military junta. Malaysia announced plans to repatriate 

thousands of refugees using Myanmar navy vessels, while Thailand tightened its 

expedited deportation policies and conducted raids on refugee communities. These 

aggressive moves by both host countries were fueled by growing public fatigue, 

domestic political issues ahead of elections, and local economic tensions. 

This tightening of policies has raised significant concerns among refugees and 

international human rights observers. Refugees assert that the conflict in Myanmar is 

still raging and that repatriation would pose serious threats, such as forced military 

conscription of young people and ethnic persecution. The UN Human Rights envoy 

also warned that repatriation under unsafe conditions violates the principle of non-

refoulement. In addition to threatening the safety of refugees, the unilateral approach 

taken by Malaysia and Thailand is considered to undermine ASEAN's credibility, 

unity, and effectiveness in resolving the humanitarian and political crisis in Myanmar. 

 

Myanmar Military Junta Claims Softness Toward Aung San Suu Kyi Amid 

Efforts for International Recognition 

In an interview with Time Magazine, Myanmar's civilian president, Min Aung 

Hlaing, claimed to have been "very lenient" toward former democracy leader Aung 

San Suu Kyi, who has been ousted and imprisoned since the 2021 military coup. He 

stated that the military had made various efforts to prevent the situation from 

escalating and signaled that the possibility of a pardon for Suu Kyi depended on her 

own actions. Suu Kyi's transfer from prison to house arrest in Naypyidaw and the 

publication of photos of her meeting with Red Cross officials are examples of these 

claims of leniency. 

Observers consider these steps and claim to be part of Min Aung Hlaing's 

diplomatic strategy to end Myanmar's status as an isolated nation on the international 

stage. After retiring from military leadership and assuming the civilian presidency 

following tightly controlled elections by the junta, Min Aung Hlaing has been working 

hard to restore global diplomatic recognition. Suu Kyi's well-being has been used as a 

bargaining chip to attract foreign involvement, even as his own government faces a 

widespread civil war and strong opposition from human rights groups, who consider 

his new regime merely an extension of the military. 
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Indonesian Forest Fires Threaten 52 Percent of Bornean Orangutan Population 

Forest and land fires ravaging Kalimantan and Sumatra, Indonesia, are now 

threatening the safety of more than half of the critically endangered Bornean 

orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus) population. According to a report by the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), active fires are burning habitat that supports 

approximately 52 percent of the Bornean orangutan population, including 13 of the 20 

largest remaining populations. In addition to direct habitat loss, exposure to thick 

smoke also triggers severe physiological disorders in orangutans and five gibbon 

species, such as increased immune system workload, weight loss, and the risk of 

respiratory tract damage. Although the Indonesian government has evacuated dozens 

of affected animals, environmental activists emphasize the importance of long-term 

preventative measures, including the protection and rewetting of peatlands. 

Forest fires in Indonesia are a recurring ecological crisis triggered by land 

clearing, peatland drainage, and extreme weather phenomena. Their impacts are not 

limited to the threat of local biodiversity extinction, but also produce transboundary 

haze that disrupts health, economic activity, and bilateral relations with neighboring 

countries such as Malaysia and Singapore. 

 

Interpol: The Threat of Online Fraud and Love Scams to the Asian Economy 

Online financial fraud and love scams run by organized crime syndicates are 

increasingly posing a serious threat to the economies of Asian countries. Nicholas 

Court, Director of Interpol's Task Force Coordination Directorate, stated that millions 

of dollars are lost daily due to various cybercrimes, particularly cryptocurrency 

investment fraud and crimes exploiting social media and dating apps. According to 

Interpol's Global Financial Crime Threat Assessment Report, total losses from 

financial fraud worldwide reached approximately US$442 billion (approximately 

RM1.8 trillion) last year. Through Operation Haechi, Interpol successfully froze 

US$342 million in illicit funds and blocked 68,000 bank accounts involved in various 

cybercrime schemes, ranging from voice phishing and online sextortion to money 

laundering linked to illegal gambling. 

This syndicate-based cybercrime has transformed from a regional operation into a 

global criminal network, utilizing Southeast Asian countries such as Cambodia, Laos, 

and Myanmar as hubs. These well-funded syndicates employ thousands of young 

people to target victims worldwide, leading many countries to categorize the 

phenomenon as a threat to national security. The social and economic impact is 

massive; in addition to diverting significant funds from the legitimate economy into the 

pockets of criminal groups, this crime often leads to business bankruptcy, mental 

health problems, and suicide among victims. 
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