Islam Rejects the Nation State.
Islam Unifies the Islamic Ummah as a Single, Powerful Khilafah State

Introduction: Unification as one Khilafah Differs from Division as Many Nation States

As the Muslim World collapses with respect to economy and security, the Muslims are
searching for a way out. Currently Muslims are divided into fifty-seven nation states, which has
weakened them. There is now increased discussion about unity between Muslims to strengthen
the Ummah. A unified Ummah would have a single state, larger than any other in the world, with
a single treasury, single army and no borders between its provinces. The Khilafah (Caliphate)
would have a huge, youthful population, large powerful armies, vast agricultural production,
abundant and varied mineral and energy resources and control over all the major trade and sea
routes of the world.

Islam is the bond that can achieve a very particular type of unity. It defines the Muslims as a
single people, distinct from all others. It rejects any division between Muslims based on race,
color, tribe or nationality. It establishes a single authority over the entire Islamic Ummah, a
Khaleefah (caliph). It obliges a single state for the Islamic Ummabh, the Khilafah. It prohibits the
division of the state and the authority of Muslims, regardless of race, tribe and nationality. As
such, Islam is far away from the concept of nation state.

Nation State and Nationalism is Alien to Islam in its Origins

The concept of nation state is borne out of the history and beliefs of Christian Europe. It is
completely alien to Islam. The Thirty Years War in Europe was fought between Christian religious
states. It continued until 1648, the year in which the treaties constituting the Peace of Westphalia
began to be signed, ending the religious war. It marked the beginnings of the emergence of the
modern nation state, which is an attempt to end the conflict between religious states.

The nation in the capitalist West is based on the notion of the nation state. The land and its
government belong to this nation state and are defined upon its basis. It is the people who define
the nation state, based on their accepted borders. The people are defined based on single or
multiple factors, such as geography, history, race and linguistic heritage.

The concept of nation state is a corrupt concept in its fundamental foundation. It is built on
the erroneous understanding of what constitutes a people. In reality, a nation acts as a single
people in life only when it has shared concepts, convictions and criteria towards life affairs. As for
history, geography, race and linguistic heritage as factors, they only contribute to the formation of
shared traits amongst people.

However, they cannot unify the people upon a single viewpoint towards life. Thus, the only
correct method to define the nation is based on its shared ideology. Moreover, the nation state
did not end conflict. It created a new form of conflict, which is the conflict between nation states.
It has scarred the entire world with tensions, rivalries, conflicts, wars and world wars.

The Harm of Nationalism and the Nation State

Contrary to the Western claim, the nation state led to exacerbating conflicts and wars. The
nation state has caused both world wars and has been extremely destructive for the world. The
nation state concept incites the idea of superiority of one race over all other. It establishes the
dominance of one race over all others. This is what Germany, France, Russia, Britain and most
of the Western colonialists have sought to do in their history. The nation state conflict is the basis
of the destructive war between Russia and the Ukraine, as well as the tensions between the US
and China.

The nation state also exacerbated the need for imperial colonialist expansion. The emerging
nation states in Europe found themselves incapable of regional land expansion. So they turned
to colonialist expansion. They ruined most of the world, including the Muslim World. Colonialism
is present even now as neo-colonialism, which relies more on economic and political colonialism,



than direct military occupation. Indeed, perhaps neo-colonialism has now reached more extreme
and more pervasive forms, than any previous era of the Western history.

Asides from colonialism, the nation state has harmed the Islamic Ummah through division.
This is even though the Muslims thought that the nation state would grant independence from
colonialism. The Ummah was destroyed because of the Arab and Turkish nationalism. The Arabs
revolted and the Turks shed the responsibility of the Ummah. It is then when Allah imposed the
Kuffar over our affairs. The Balkans separated from the Ottoman Caliphate, on the basis of
nationalism. Then there is the current history of nationalism. Pakistan supported the US against
Afghanistan, on the basis of national interest. Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Kuwait, UAE
supporting the US invasion of Iraq on the basis of national interest. The current rulers refuse to
fight for the liberation of Kashmir and Palestine, on the basis of nationalism.

Humanity has suffered immensely due to the concept of nation state. It is upon humanity to
consider the unique concept of people, brotherhood, unification and state that Islam offers. The
movement to considering Islam as a new global order must be led by the Muslims.

The Muslims are a Single Islamic Ummah Unified by Iman

The Muslims are not a people that come together on the basis of land, tribe, race, nationality
or language. Islam is far from the Western concepts of nationality, nationhood, nation and nation
state. The Muslims are a single Ummah, bound by Islam.

Allah (swt) said, o@ﬁﬁa V5 bsad 41l Jiay 150215 “Hold fast to the rope of Allah and do not
be divided.” [TMQ Surah Aali Imran 3: 103]. Ibn Kathir stated in his Tafsir that, alsiclaly aa
a8,al e “He (swt) orders the Muslims to be a single community and He (swt) forbids them from

dividing.” This verse is an evidence that Muslims are obliged to gather, unified, within a single
entity.

Allah (swt) said, 0@35‘ Gsiadal) Uﬁ‘% “Indeed, the believers are a brotherhood.” [TMQ Surah

al-Hujurat 49:10]. Imam Qurtubi said in his Tafsir, EGE Al dﬁ \AQJ) ¢l 8 Y daally cpall b
g_m.d\ a\Al\;,u éL\s.u N u.ml\ bP\j ¢ u_ml\ ul\;u tLA.u il QP\ ula ¢ L_m.d\ o);\ » “That is, in Deen and sanctity,
not in race. For this reason, it was said, ‘Brotherhood in Deen is of more permanence than
brotherhood by race. Brotherhood by race is severed if it violates the Deen, whilst brotherhood in
Deen is never severed by racial differences.”

_The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, Gy G u—uﬁ Ga Cuialpall § Cpallaal) G 8 u-ul‘ Baah Ga QS 13y
«unl-d\ Gsd danly Aa) addl agaa e EYm Gald 3325 “This is a pact of the Prophet Muhammad (saw)
between the Muslims and the believers from the tribes of Quraysh and Yathrib, and those
under them, waging war in their company. Indeed, they are one Ummah, distinct from all
other people.” [Narrated by Al-Bayhaqi in Al-Sunan Al-Kubra.] The Islamic Ummah is a single
Ummah and Islamic unity must be practically achieved within it. As for this political unity, it is

embodied in the establishment of the Khilafah.

Thus, the Islamic State in Madinah al-Munawwarah was not a nation state. It was an
authority over a single people, the believers, unified by their Iman, despite the diversity in tribes
and races. History is witness to how Islam unified peoples of three entire continents by Iman. It
molded them into a single Ummabh, loyal to Islam.

Muslims Must Not Be Divided by Race and Nationality

Islam rejects all forms of division and discrimination based on race, tribe, nationality and
language.

The Prophet % said in his Farewell Sermon, Jiad ¥ ¥ daly aSUl G5 cdaly a5 &) Y Sl gl Ly
«s 3Ry m geal o dpud Yy sl e ) ¥ P rs Yy (s e (a8l “O humankind, indeed
your Lord is one, and your original forefather is one. Indeed, neither the Arab has
superiority over the non-Arab, nor the non-Arab over the Arab, nor the white over the
black, nor the black over the white, except by piety.” [Ahmad]

The Prophet % said, a3 J-“ e-u‘ =] ﬁUJ A u»«w sVl uuaﬂj L) i eS-@ Cadl B 3 f- A Gy
«u.\.d\ L@J.tl.aguu.d\ UM\ u«mt‘,&swt UAJS.\SJ\ *aﬁu‘a‘nﬂfﬂ Lu\ ;‘“‘931-’ ‘aA)aa dlAJ uaé.d u\)au,aad\‘g
“Allah (swt) has removed from you the pride of the era of ignorance, and its boasting



about forefathers. One is only a pious believer or a miserable sinner. You are all sons of
Adam (as), and Adam (as) came from dust. Let the people stop boasting about their
forefathers. They are merely fuel in Jahannam, or they will certainly be of less account
with Allah (swt) than the beetle which rolls dung with its snout.” [Abu Daud]

Allah (swt) created humankind as tribes and races, so that we may recognize each other. It
is not so that we discriminate and favor amongst each other. The preference is only accordlng to
piety, which is a matter known to Allah alone. Allah (swt) said, a&aay (Al 83 ¢ aRRIS V) Gull gl

§omd ale alli &) R Al e ke @ &) 13daE Q8 Lk «O humanity! Indeed, We created you from
a male and a female, and made you into peoples and tribes so that you may get to know

one another. Surely the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous
among you. Allah is truly All-Knowing, All-Aware.” [TMQ Surah Al-Hujurat 49: 13].

It is a Grave Sin to Call for Bonding on Any Basis Other Than the Brotherhood of Islam

Islam rejects any calls to tribalism or nationalism. It is a dangerous call that divides Muslims
and weakens them. It is tied to a death on disbelief, from the days of ignorance, before Islam.

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, «MSMA A.LM A.wa:- yai 3l w L A ) &as d.\a Cram
“Whoever is killed under the banner of ignorance, calling to partlsanshlp or supporting
partisanship, then he has dled upon |gnorance ” [Muslim]. Regarding this Hadith, Imam an-
Nawawi said in his Sharh, ol e 43 Lle) Laalls (o 55l ¥ diiaa) Gindy W)5 “Indeed, he gets
angry for partisanship and not to support the Deen. Partisanship is supporting his nation in
oppression.” So, let the Muslims reject any calls to tribalism or nationalism and grasp the rope of
Allah (swt) firmly, for this is the key to our strength.

The Prophet (saw) reprimanded any preference for tribal origins. Muslim narrated that two
young men, one from the Muhajirin and the other from the Ansar, were fighting. The Muhajir
called upon his fellow Muhajirin, whilst the Ansari called upon the Ansar. The Messenger of Allah
(saw) came out and said, «Adatad) dM ¢33 1% Ly “What is this call of the days of Jahiliyah

(|gnorance)’?” [Musllm] Regardlng this Hadith, Imam An-Nawawi said in his “Sharh,” # 4uald Gl
lalad) &l ¢ gt W sl 8 JaEly ataladl e A alle SIS Lae 438 (I Ale Ja) R g Ll s sl
4_\;)....3\ (,lS;Yb L»\..asl\ Jiads cdb dU:.\Lu (a)\.mY\ slaa d;hsl\} u_:\.ua:db [FERYEN AL “As for his (saw) naming this
call as ignorance, it is his disgust towards it. It is part of the Jahiliyah tradition to support
according to tribes, in matters related to the world. It is from ignorance to take rights on the basis
of races and tribes. Islam abolished that, and determined cases by Shariah rulings.”

What unified the rivaling tribes on the Arabian Peninsula was not race, but the great Islam
alone. The Prophet (saw) condemned partisanship in the strongest of terms. The Messenger of
Allah (saw) said, @& ¥y 4yl Gy spaclh L) piay e o3 Ga» “Whomever attributes to
himself with an attribution of Jahiliyyah, then tell him to bite his father’s male organ, and
do not speak figuratively.” [Narrated by Ahmad]. Regarding this Hadith, Mulla Ali al-Qari said
in his Sharh, salaals LG a5 Lelal s (gl Cpal) ity Lalall o) oy o) gl 23 0w “One who attributes to
himself means that he attributes race, as attributed in Jahilliyah (ignorance). There is a Fatah
vowel sound on the ‘ayn. It means the race of his family, with boasting about his fathers and
grandfathers.”

The Islamic Civilization Forbids Partisanship on the Basis of Race, Tribe and Nation

The great Companion, Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (ra), said, @35 e jedlS gé Gall e e dad ai (e
45y £ 55 %8 “If anyone supports his race in other than the Truth, he is like a camel which falls into
a well and is pulled out by its tail.” [Abu Daud]. Regardlng this saylng of a Companion (ra) Imam
Al-Khatabi said in Ma'alim as-Sunan, i Y3453 g 34 Jiad Ji 8 ¢35 1 el Gl 5 A1 8 &l 3 AT slaa
s=all & “What it means is that he has fallen into sin. He perlshed like a camel when it is
thrown into a well. He becomes deprived because of his sin, and is unable to escape.”

Imam Shafii said, 353 38 e JE &8 58 & A G5 dgdl) o3 el sy ‘e)sxu Laanll sl G
d}u)d}s.a}oébp\ UJAA}AS‘ Lu\%)d;J)r_ Aﬂ\ d}i.l C_\;\} M_ml; LAJBU.LASMAM Lds u_u‘\..ﬁg_qxa\ \}( SLA)M @\ 4..1\}; sbd\.g_wj\
G5 all 3 1545 % Al “Whoever expresses tribal or racial partisanship by speech, by unifying

over and by calling towards it, even if he does not gain infamy by fighting for it, then his testimony
is rejected. He did something forbidden. There is no difference of opinion among Muslim ‘ulema,



according to what | know. The evidence is the speech of Allah (swt), “Indeed, the believers are a
brotherhood,” as well as the speech of the Messenger of Allah (saw), “And be servants of Allah
as brothers.” [Narrated by Bayhaqgi in As-Sunan As-Saghir]

Badr ud Din Al- Ayni Al-Hanafi, who died in 855 AH, said in “Umdat al-Qari Sharh Sahih ul-
Bukhari” that, & «l il L 6 23 ‘e)wyu i3 sen 1els Jy Jilaly 1els Y (vusu\ 2 Jb ) @@
ud)m J)J\MS;uu(u sd}cﬂ\ bM \JQJ 6}\ \A}S}‘ ng\ MJM\ bAA \}GJ c<_5\ ¢ (La.}ca) MJ)Q th ‘ﬁ K_\A}Aj\ LQ}?@J =S
LEJ)U ‘JLLJ\ Sle Jiladll cdal\ 5y s g_x..a:d\ P l.@_a\J Ada 4 S 37K04 And (5\ And seeal) 22 ulﬂ ‘Lﬁ‘ [CLATEN \.@.nlﬁ)
(BN o530 T gt e Guilh AAT 5323 3 (ga) wadl) B 26 WS BN ) “As for the saying of the Prophet
(saw), sl ¢33 Ju L “Why call to Ignorance?” It means, do not call upon the basis of
tribalism. Instead, call for unity upon Islam. Then he (saw) asked, ae—'Lw L “what is the matter
with them? It means, what happened to them, and what is the reason for that. As for his saying,
s5e3 “Leave it,” it means leave this stance, that is, leave it, or leave this claim. Then he (saw)
clarified the wisdom of leaving it, by saying, 4wss L “Indeed it is rotten.” It means it is ugly,
reprehensible, hateful and harmful, because it incites anger upon what is not right and fighting
over falsehood, drawing towards Hellfire, as stated in the hadith, sy Ua Oulh LR 5363 103 ey
«Mll e s3ds “Whosoever calls to Ignorance is not from us, so let him take his seat in
Hellfire.””

The Muslims Must Have a Single Khaleefah in Authority Over Them

The Islamic Ummah is not only a single distinct people from other peoples. It has a single
Khaleefah over it, within a single state.

The Prophet (saw) said, «ji& (WA 4s€iug s83 53 ¥ &)3» “There is no Prophet after me.
There will be Khaleefahs in large numbers.” His Companions (ra) said, J6 G W “What do
you order us to do?” He said, «J3¥4 dﬂ‘ oy |58 “Give bay’ah to only one, at a time.” [Musllm]
Regarding this Hadith, Imam An-Nawawi said in his Sharh that, fmla 235 daylal & 1 Euaadl 15 Lr"-“J
UJABJ)Y\MMU: ‘fux | ¢l il adle (,PJL«_,M}&\ j&;dﬁab@wm}t@;u)&\u&wd}w G
Juailall Y ol 8 AT 3 ah 5 ol 8 UK 2.5 “f a Khaleefah is given bayah after another
Khaleefah has already been appointed, then the first appointment is valid. It must be fulfilled. The
second is invalid. It is forbidden to fulfil it. It is forbidden for him to demand that fulfilment. This is
irrespective of whether the Muslims knew of the first Khaleefah or not. It is irrespective of
whether they were in the same or different lands, or one of them was in a land totally separated
from the other.”

lbn Ishaq narrates, that in his Khutba, that the first Khaleefah Rashid, Abu Bakr (ra), said, 4—\‘3
d um.\h ?g.ml.uﬁ“,cjl.\.uj W%pﬁjc*\&;b@ﬁ\“dﬂu&%hl&su\y\Muﬂu\dMY
goa dly o Y (uly Adial) Ay dedd)l Sy (AW “Indeed, it is not permitted for the Muslims to
have two ameers. If that were to occur, there would be disagreement over their affairs and
laws, the community of Muslims would be split and they would dispute with each other.
That would result in the Sunnah being abandoned. Innovation (bid’ah) would appear,
discord (fitnah) would be widespread, whilst none of that would be righteousness for any
one”

Thus, the Khaleefah Umar (ra) was a Khaleefah over Muslims who lived in three continents.
That was achieved in the era of messages by camel riders and travel by road and seas. So how
can it not be achieved now, in the information age and air travel?

The Islamic Civilization Prohibits Two Khaleefahs, Over the Muslims Anywhere in the
World

Imam Shafi’i, who died in 204 AH, said in “Ar-Risaalah” that, 4adall & & of ¢ adle & salladll aaal Lo
ALYy laaly iy Raly aldly d2als “The Muslims have Unanimous Consensus that there can only
be one, single Khaleefah. The one who judges is one (in dispute), the Ameer is one (in affairs)
and the Imam is one (in Deen).”

Imam Mawardi, who died |n 450 AH, said in his book, “al-Ahkam as-Sultaniyyah,” that, oA 13
g ua} ot oLl u)d &5 u\ San Y AN dagiala) dah (A u.mL o oy 4.4&‘}!\” “If two Imams are appointed
in separate lands, their joint leadership is not contracted. It is not permitted for the Ummah to
have two Imams (Khaleefahs) at one time”.



lbn Hazm, who died in 458 AH, stated in “Maraatib al-maa’a” that, ole ¢S of S ¥ ) 14815
2y OKa B Y5 oelSe B Y5 e V5 claie ¥ plelel W med 8 aals 8y o cpaluddl “There is jma'a
(Consensus) that it is not permitted for the Muslims to have two Imams (Khaleefahs), anywhere
in the world, at the same time. This is whether the two Imams agreed upon this matter, or they
disagreed. It is also not permitted whether the two Imams were in the same place, or in two
different places.”

This is the case of two Khaleefahs, who rule the Muslims by Islam. So what of the case of
dozens of rulers, who rule by other than Islam and divide the Muslims?!

Division of the Single Authority Over the Muslims is Strictly Forbidden

The Muslims have a single Khaleefah over them and itis a grave sin to divide their unity. It is
a vital issue in Islam to maintain the unity of the authority, to an extent that the shedding of
Muslim blood is allowed.

The Prophet (saw) said, «lagie A 1588 (E8IZY 3,65 131» “When the Bayah has been taken for
two Khaleefahs, Kkill the latter of them.” [Muslim]. Regarding this Hadith, Imam an-Nawawi said
in his explanation, that, ¥ ?\ e)u}(\ A3 Gl #lsw aaly rac 2 u_us.d;l KYHN u\ A0 Y A Qr_ BN dﬁ-‘\ “The
‘ulema have agreed that it is not permissible for two Khaleefahs to be appointed, at the same
time. This is irrespective of whether the Islamic state was W|dely spread or not.” Imam al-
Haramain (al-Juwaini) said in his book “al-Irshad,” that, Y AT ale 5 JB uadds die ey ¥ Wisal (6
alle gads 15 2l gala A Oy Bie 545 “Our contemporaries view that it is not permitted for two
people to be appointed at one time (as Khaleefah). My opinion |s that it is not permitted to
appoint two Khaleefahs in a single land. This opinion is agreed upon.”

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, & & ciitdly o 5iyald daed a5 A o3 3l 3k & 95 Gaby
«8 “Anyone who tries to divide the affairs of this Ummah, while it is unified, you must
strike him with the sword, whoever he may be.” [Musllm] Regarding this Hadith, An-Nawawi
said in h|s Sharh d.i)ﬂdx_\.u(:lulﬂu_u&ucs@.\;}dd}&jm‘wwﬂd‘)\}‘e\ay‘é& C);u,a Jtia, )A\}]\ 408
Jumb afd, ) sha gl & &) “Within this is the command to fight whoever revolts against the Imam
(Khaleefah), or wants to divide the affair of the Muslims and similar. He is forbidden from doing
that. If his evil could not be repelled except by kiling him, then he is killed.” In origin, this Islamic
Ummah is to be unified, under a single authority, the Khilafah. The legal punishment for anyone
who wants to divide and tear it apart into small entities and states, is killing.

Conclusion: The Khilafah is the Practical Method to Unify the Islamic Ummah

It is the great Deen of Islam alone that can end the perpetual conflict created by the nation
state. Islam establishes a powerful brotherhood based on the true purpose of humanity, worship
of Allah (swt). It treats the division between people on the basis of race, tribe and nationalities by
the warmth of Iman. Islam establishes a single authority over the Islamic Ummah and forbids its
division.

It is that Khilafah that will return soon inshaa Allah, at a time that pleases Allah (swt) to
extend His Nasr (Victory), to practically unify us. It will be established in one of the regions of the
Muslims, on the basis of Islam and not on the basis of nationality. The Khilafah (Caliphate) on the
Method of Prophethood will work actively to unify all the regions of the Muslim World as single
powerful state. It will call upon all Muslims, from Indonesia to Morocco, as Islam calls upon them,
as believers, in a single brotherhood. It will work to remove the nation state borders that have
divided and weakened the Muslims for so long.
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