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In Commemoration of the Khilafah: Statements of the ‘Ulema
about the Obligation and Importance of Khilafah

(Translated from Arabic)
Written by Hisham Al-Benzarti

On 27" 1342 AH (03/03/1924 CE), the greatest disaster occurred in the history of
Muslims, that is the disaster relating to fall of the Islamic Khilafah (Caliphate) State owing to
the conspiracies of the Kafir West, led by Britain and with the help of its agents, the foremost
of whom was Kamal Ataturk. This great crime was afflicted upon the Ummah, the Khilafah
was abolished and the Ummah was split and divided into statelets, wherein such
governments which repudiated Islam were established. Since that day began the period of
loss, fragmentation and degradation as the Islamic Ummah did not know a period of
humiliation similar to what is presently being experienced by it and did not know a condition
of weakness similar to what is being endured by it these days.

In order to shed light on the obligation and importance of Khilafah, | mention here a
number of sayings of the ‘Ulema so that the people today can consider them carefully and
may Allah open through these sayings of scholars their hearts closed on this very important
issue and illuminate their darkened minds:

Abu’l Ma’ali Al-Juwayni said in ~Y &be “Ghiyath Al-Umam”: @l dale 5 dale 4l ) dalay)
S5 ecipud) 5 Anally 550l Ad8) 5 el Aoy 555l i Lgtaule clally cpaly) laga b Aalally ualally he
a1 cpinisal e W3l s cpntiaal) (e 3 siadl ligi 5 el (e (ppo sllaall Gty ccainlly Cinl
Jtiadl g 8l e sl cuall Cay o AV ales 4] Jla 53 WY cwai “iImaamah (Khilafah) is a
general and complete leadership pertaining to every aspect of its citizens and covering the
matters of both the world. It encompasses the protection of the borders, taking care of its
citizens, carrying the Da’‘wah through argumentation and sword, preventing the deviation and
injustice, remedying the oppressed from the oppressors, taking the rights from those who
usurp it unjustly and giving it to those who are entitled to obtain it... so whenever the
obligation to appoint a Khaleefah is decided, what has been arrived at by the majority of the
Ulema is the fact that the obligation to select the Khaleefah has to be performed based on
the quoted Shar'ee Law...”

Ibn Hazm stated in Jd=ill 5 &) sa¥l5 JWll & Jadll “al-Fasl fi al-Milal wa-al-Ahwa' wa-al-Nihal”:
ey Csns Ao (neie lanill lae L) ozl Al maen s cdandll muea s dandl Jaf asea G831 “All of ANl as-Sunnah,
all of Shia, all of Khawarij (except some from the Khawarij) have agreed on the obligation of
Imaamah.”

Imam Mawardi said in 4kl JSsY) “al-Ahkam as-Sultaniyyah”: &al3 A2 a ey g sk (ol e
2291 2¢e 33 05 ¢ladYL “There is a consensus of opinion that the person who discharges the
responsibilities of this position must take on the contract of Imamate of the Ummah and the
deviant views of al-Asam (mu’atazalite) have no significance.”

lbn Hajar Al Asgalani in ¢ =i “Fath al-Bari,” 4dall sl o | gmanl o585 g5 JU5
Gosh ¥ AadAl Jas lsa o go e oAt dlia 5 Y G Gl adall g Jall Jal iy lasliadl e 5 cadasyL
Jaall ¥ g il asas Of ey Adla cual a4l e | gmaal g o 5l ) seana 230 o “Al-Nawawi and others
said: they (the Ulema) agreed unanimously that a Khaleefah must be appointed, one after
another, and his appointment must be done by those charged with authority (ahl ul hal wal
‘agd) and there must be only one Khaleefah, who should be selected with mutual
consultation, whether this consultation is done between a limited or unlimited number of
people. They also agreed that the selection of a Khaleefah is an obligation imposed by the
Shari'ah and is not something produced by the mind.”


http://archive.org/details/kitabalfaslfialm01ibnhuoft

Ibn Hajar al-Haythami explained the ljmaa’ of the Sahabah in 4 a4l Gelpall “Al-Sawa'iq
al-Muhrigah,” Js cals 35l e ol sl am sl cuai o o | gnaad agale A () gl ) Wl o La plel
s e A e Bl Jany 08 o 4 1slid) Cua clal gl aal o skea ‘It is known that the Sahabah (raa)
unanimously agreed that the selection of Imam, after the end of the era of Prophethood, was
an obligation (Wajib). Indeed, they made it more important than the other obligations, such
that they were busy with it, over the burial of the Prophet (saw).”

Ibn Khaldun said in 44l “Al Mugaddimah”: gleab g &l 8 ey caje Bl sl cual )
agl) Ll g aie A S0 o A )50k allds die alug agle ) lea A Jsu ) Slasal GY ¢0pilill s Alaall
Gy e Yo lelaa) Al JEiul g Jlac ¥ o jeae A oash Ol & ol dlld aay e geae JS 813K (ot sal B
WY wai “Imaamah is wajib and its obligation in the Shari'ah is known by the Unanimous
Consensus of the Sahabah and the Tabi’een, as the Companions of our beloved Prophet
(saw) at his death hastened to give pledge of allegiance to Abu Bakr (ra) and handed over
the responsibility of Khilafah to him to take care of their affairs before the burial of the
Prophet (saw). Same was the case with the issue of Imaamah in the centuries to come as
the people (Muslims) did not leave the matter, thus avoiding chaos in any age. So, it
indicates a clear and binding consensus on the obligation to appoint the Khaleefah.”

Abu Hafs Umar al-Nasafi explained in el “Al-Aqaid” the role of a Khaleefah: ¥ ¢ seluall
gl s Lanalial Llxid) jed5 agilisa 315 agdion Jnenis ab sl Sug ad gan By agalSal Ly o 5k olal (10 pgd 2
Ailiad) dand s agd Ll ¥ cpdll il ppall s lall zs 5y Bsiall Lo Al culalgdll Jsd s eV s aandl 2al8) 5 (3 skl
“The Muslims simply must have an Imam (Khaleefah), who will execute the rules, establish
the Hudood (penal system), defend the frontiers, equip the armies, collect Zakah, punish
those who rebel (against the state) and those who spy and the highwaymen, establish
Jum'ah and the two 'Eids, settle the dispute among the servants (of Allah), accept the
testimony of witnesses in the matters of legal rights, give in marriage the young and the poor
who have no family, and distribute the booty.”

Jamaluddin Al Ghaznawi said in ¢z d sl “Usuluddin’: 25 ¢ peallas o i alal (e Cpaluall 33 Y
il jledal ) (g5 448 olal agd S ol 5l 4SY pgintiven () Leh pam s agiliae 315 agd i Sagats andgas Al 5 galSal
o= 4 “The Muslims must have an Imam (Khaleefah) who will take care of their interests,
implement the rules, establish the Hudood (penal code), equip the armies, collect Zakah and
distribute it to those entitled to take it. So, if they don't have an Imam (Khaleefah), it will lead
the corruption to prevail on the earth.”

Al Qazi Azduddin lji said in <& sl “A-Mawaqif’: Lsle 45 Wiy | leas lide Caaly Lvie aleY) caal
20 S sl JB s ol e gl A gl (all 3l aas J Y1 el 8 Gaadeall glaa) i) g4 5V e sl e
om0 sa s elud¥) pal Al 1S i alsd ) JS 5ol 4 o s ae cpall 13gd 2 W5 e 38 Tena o YT a8 4ie )
il g silae ) qdyag adl U jeme JS 3 atie el cad (ge 138 L) (Y peme JS 8 Gl e il 5 o
dgally algall s Clasliall y Cllaleall e g b Lad g LA 2 gaie () 5 )5 pall co)liy Lale alas U) 4ly lelaa) caal g
O3S Alels V) Y el g dalaa s Lileae a1 ) saile mllas g Lai) Claaaldl s sbe W) g 5l jlad Hledsl s cilaliall
add Om L ) (s g LA U8 (e “The appointment of Khaleefah is an obligation upon us, to be
obeyed... it is an obligation on us due to two reasons: the first is the continuous Unanimity of
the Muslims on this subject in the early period, after the death of Prophet (saw), as the
Muslims did not waste time in selecting an Imam, even Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with
him) said in his first Khutbah: 4 asi oee ol 13 & ¥y @l & laeas o) Y “Listen carefully!
Muhammad (saw) has died and it is essential for this Deen to appoint the one who can
assume the responsibilities of this Deen.” So, everyone rushed to accept it and for its sake
they abandoned the most important thing i.e. the burial of the Prophet (saw). The people
remained committed to this great obligation in every period, till our time, by appointing an
Imam to be followed in every period... secondly, in doing so is to repel the conceived harm
and therefore it is an obligation through Consensus due to the fact that the Legislator's intent
concerning the legislation in terms of transactions, marriages, Jihad, Hudood, punishments
and compensations, as well as making prominent the rituals of Shari'ah on the occasions of



the two Eids and Jum'ah, is all to bring the benefits and welfares in this world, as well as in
the Hereafter. All these cannot be achieved except through an Imam who acts on behalf of
the Legislator to Whom all has to return...”

Imam Al-Qurtubi (in his tafseer) said: ¢l 4, qmﬂ ¢ Uny g 4l dandd 4013 5 ala) a8 (al 4331 02
DS e mall Sl il e g Le VI ARY) G Y A o D Gay B CDA Y Aalal AKAT a4y da
& 3 o ) 8l e L) dB e agl ) o anl g algh JU o S SIS ¢aial day yill e (IS Cua AL Siadll
e clisally el g ailial) |52 (ol e Gall 100y cagin Lad | shialiiy cabdlga s adda | el e AY) ol 5 celld
g_s"“) GJL&.\A.U\ d)&\.\hb) JJGJ}\.\LAL«\ \)M.L\u‘ ?@_\k: c_\;.n‘}b cdh?st\‘);\ ‘4.&: c_u;}u.a‘_;js JJM\ \}A\.ﬁ\j cL@JA\
clalliall | slee 5 285e 1 il Gl &) 32 5) 15 (G Y GAM.JA«JL\L&A U As0 1) o s Al (AR (=) 8 Jela
Y Ge Ay ) GllA agie Jrag sl (0aLY) B SRS “This ayah is a basis for appointing an
Imam and Khaleefah who is listened to and is obeyed, for the matter is unified through him
and the Ahkam (laws) of the Khaleefah are implemented through him, and there is no dispute
regarding the obligation of that amongst the Ummah, nor among the Imams, except al-
Asamm who was most deaf regarding the Shari’ah, as well as all those who quoted his
saying and followed his opinion and school of thought, who said: Khilafah is not an obligation
in Deen, rather they justified it by saying that: whenever Ummah established their hajj
(pilgrimage to Makkah) and their Jihaad, they equally shared it among themselves, exerted
the truth by themselves, divided the spoils of war, booty and Zakah on their people and
established Hudood upon those who were applicable to, they got profited by all that and they
were not obligated to appoint an Imam to undertake all that. However, our proof/testimony is
the words of Allah (saw): «4&da a3y e u-‘\» “l am going to appoint a vicegerent on the
earth.” His (swt) saying: 4ual¥) (2 ada auhy ) gy L “O Dawud! We have indeed

appointed you as a Viceroy in the earth” and His (swt) saying: 1 slas 3 eS-v;- ) gial a2 X
§oa ) B KA clAllal “Allah has promised those among you who believed and

performed good deeds that He will surely give them power to rule in the earth.” i.e will
make them Khulafah/successors on the earth. There are many other ayat which connote the
same meaning.”

lbn Taymiyyah said in ie &) il “Siyaaash Shariyyah”, &e ol Al A i G O e
LY}WLA\MAAN&M;YhY\e@;LAAeﬁYeJ\‘;uUE L@JY\LL\JHY}U.\AM?L\SYJ.\ €Cpdll cilal g olae ]
S 233 g a\JJ ((6‘“;\ \J)A}ds)mu_qm)\_qc);\a\)) eﬁu}‘\.}l&dﬂ‘&m L;\_\l\ d\a@;wbw&mwme@
_o)\.q\}a)s.\w dlaeuyj)&d\ucsg_d\}u})&dh)ow Caayl Lgla_um\ UYJ LB NOA Lﬁ\}.ﬁ.&{.&ugﬁ\ ¢l 1t is
obligatory to know that the office in charge of commanding over the people (i.e.: Khilafah
post) is one of the greatest obligations of the Deen. In fact, there is no establishment of the
Deen except by it as the well-being of the sons of Adam is not fulfilled except through social
life because they are dependent on each other. So they must have a leader for their social
life, even the Prophet (saw) said, «a3al 19525l jiu & &6 £33 13 » “When three people set
out on a journey, they should appoint one of them as amir.” reported by Abu Dawud on
the authority of Abu Said and Abu Hurairah... and also because Allah has ordained enjoining
what is right and forbidding what is wrong and that cannot be achieved except through the
power and authority...”

Al Shawkani said in the book _\,all dudl “al-Sayl al-Jarrar,” Jsi alel caai Gualudll e sy Jucd
2 das bl ekl g da sl caal sy 8 ) ilial 5 ¢ g il s Jeal) 3 ALl sda e 23S Glal) dal JUal 8
oo iy Jia e B 1Al agl dualally £ 1030 Jase e A s Aol el gass Vgelay e 5 o 53 5l b oyl
G e ) Al 8 LS Lgaaia ) 5 LEY1 s Leall aliY) alug adle dl s &l Jsuy oo i 8 AalaY) oda of 4K 128
Ly iy aSle JU ool I WAl diw Gl sl ade A e ad )l o3 A ey el diu g LS <ud
) BLEY) Ala Ciad g g Lia gume 1SLa () oS5 o5 Lile (5 00 (gamy ABDIA) 4l 8 XS 5 umaa Cuds g8 g kel (pad) )l clA)
o) in ool IS e sl dadliay AalaY) el ) gedd sl g agle ) oo bl gy e W dlaall (o & s2ay o i (10
Oldie J3 L & b g mall Ll ) e dge b pee ) e S0 sl e Wl o g e ) s s gt e iy | glais)
DUl Crt] L) 5 Leaine A1 el g laal g lalid) (IS Gua &6kl oda o ) salusall aind & Guall sary s Lle | el



dalia o sy (30 Graiy | ol e 1) 4ol e alal 5@ lale HUREY) (el JS e gl g alal o DAY a8 55 23lY)
T ye o Led Al 038 () by e bl o ) sy i o (] palusall plan] 5o sl 4 Cillay Y o sles 13a s
o8 el 5 addls (1 agasllae Cilai s aglis (aalis ot oo alea o agmen V) Lo 00 ol 5l5 Ll g cpall mellas (g Gl
il o2a (ga oo GUalul) Cuai A g el Bl 2 gan Al 5 gl Ala] 5 Ciaal) i g aie Al paled Lae agagis 4o ) b sl Lay
e JSYI S 5 Jall 3 e W) Led atine Y S Ay jal) Al glall (g sleall 5 Jalad) g adll) e ALl i aB 5 e clic g
Jas Al cuai Cigas o AV bl o o Lk sany al sela 13) (i el ladall dny day Gl S g8 (531 JLad)
ol adle (a5 il (e Jadly (g pmdY) Eujlall Cuda e dsgaia (& s Onls A 3A (il el 5 deal 4n AT L agd dail)
e Gl Cus el ol g Aglas Cuas ey e Gl Cuas e oSl ol g5 Adals A5 ge ATige (8 delas ‘the
chapter ‘Appointing an Imam is an Obligation on the Muslims:’ the Ulema have
discussed this issue at length both in principles and in branches. Some differed in the
obligation of appointing the Imam/Khaleefah as to whether it is decisive (*x8) or presumptive
(k) and whether it is Shar'ee only or Shar'ee and rational both. Others brought invalid and
ineffective arguments and evidences which are irrelevant and outside the topic and as a
result they prolonged the discussion fruitlessly. Such discussions are of no avail given the
fact that this Khilafah is affirmed from the Prophet (saw) as he instructed about it and
indicated to its position, when he (saw) said that, «oi® = 4aillly “The Imams are from
Quraish” and gave the instruction to follow the Imams, is evident from Qur'an and Sunnah.
Then, the Prophet (saw) instructed to comply with the Sunnah of the Khulafa’a Rashideen as
he (saw) said, «Cakgdl Geadi ) ellal) Ly iy aSdey “You have to follow my Sunnah and the
Sunnah (tradition) of the guided Khulafa’a Rashideen” and this is a correct Hadith.
Similarly, he (saw) said that, «Lagas da o8& o Lle o say 4834y “The Khilafah will
remain thirty years after me and then there will be biting kingship” and it is a clear
indication to those who will fulfill this duty after him. The Sahabah (ra), when the Prophet
(saw) passed away, preferred the issue of Imamah and appointment of Khaleefah to
everything till the extent that this issue made them busy from preparing him (saw) for burial.
Later on when Abu Bakr (ra) died he entrusted this responsibility to ‘Umar (ra). Then ‘Umar
(ra) authorized a group of well-known Sahaba and when ‘Uthman (ra) was martyred, the
Muslims gave the pledge of allegiance to ‘Ali (ra) and after him to Hassan (ra). The Muslims
continued in this way where the Khaleefah was one and the authority of the Ummah was
unified. Even when the territories of Islam expanded and the differences occurred among its
people and each of its territory was controlled by an independent ruler, its people agreed that
if he dies they will hasten to appoint the one who can replace the earlier Khaleefah. It is
known and there is no difference in it by anyone, rather it is a unanimous resolution by all the
Muslims since the Prophet (saw) till this time. So, it is linked to the authority for the welfare of
both the world. Had the case not been so, they would not have been unified to strive against
the enemy, to secure their ways, to do justice to their oppressed in face of the oppressor. It is
the Khilaafah which obliged them to what was enjoined by Allah (swt) and forbade them from
what was forbidden by Allah (swt) and it is Khilaafah which directed them to spread the
Sunnah, put an end to the Bid'ah, establish the Hudood. So the legality of appointing the
Khalifah is from this viewpoint. It repels from you the blow, confusion and propagandas which
have afflicted this issue despite the fact that they have no basis except the mere gossip or
relying on the fantasy like a mirage in sandy deserts, which the man parched with thirst
mistakes for water; until when he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing. Then among the
greatest evidences on the obligation of appointing the Imams and giving them the pledge of
allegiance are what have been mentioned by Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Ibn Khuzaima, Ibn Hibban in
his sahih from the Hadith of al-Haris al-Ashari with the wording, o dsley ala) dsle il g Cila Cran
«“idala A3ise “Whoever dies without recognizing the Imam of his time, dies the death of
jahiliyyah.” Also the similar was narrated by al-Hakim on the authority of Ibn Umar (ra) and
Muwayia (ra) and by al-Bazzar on the authority of Ibn Abbas (ra).”

Shamsuddin al-Ramli said in okl ~le “Ghayatul Bayan,” «aealbac a s ala) cual il e cang
Gaobll glad s daialiall g Adatiall e85 s g2da o)) agilBaa JA1 g agdin Jagady st ) sad dug a8 gn Al 5 agalSal duiS



apal o alug ally e Al s ailds an laall plaa ) e 5 ailiall end s o peadll o dadl ) le L) ol
Al e jume IS 3 el I35 ol alag ally adde &) s 4y e o et s el )l aal oslea s “People must
appoint an Imam who will take care of their interests such as to execute the rules, establish
the Hudood (penal system), defend the frontiers, equip the armies, collect Zakah, punish
those who rebel (against the state) and those who spy and the highwaymen, to settle the
disputes occurring between the opponents and distribute the spoils of war etc as the
Sahabah got unanimous after the death of the prophet (saw) on appointing the Imam and
made it the most important obligations even they preferred it to the burial of the prophet
(saw) and remained committed to this great obligation in every period.”

Al-Shaikh al-Tahir Bin Ashur said in the book a2y i eliay) JUaill J sal “the Principles of
the Social System in Islam”: Ji¥a el i Y g &8l Jpal (0 Jeal Cpabiadll Lali 5 dale 4o Sa Al
a1yl s ade i la ol 35 S Banall Lo Lea o il 1l i il Al IS (g 8,0
Graall S ol A8 e daidl o g Jhailly o 5 saleal) aaald Dl A dle ) A J el oo ala ALY o el
TSN Gans (e pe L Y 13505 V) 2B L) a3 elld am g sabiaal) aling ol cpabisall ) Jsm ) oo A
slale Lgiall day il Jgual 8 48R0 0S5 g lawl) agd juai als Jhaill) agd cafili ald g leal | suadi 4 Jieall Gans
O ol Ayl (& DS nald W) 8 [esa)) (el sl] aesadl ale) JE ddleY) 4dl sl e S8 calilisny ) J saal
Gl Jseal (e Shal deay 0 Gle ball e 48 Jn e e Lbally (lEeY) Jsal “the origin of
establishing a government for all the Muslims is derived from the Islamic Legislation, which is
proved through many evidences from Qur'an and Sunnah and such evidences reached the
level of Tawatur, for instance the Sahabah rushed to get together and discuss in order to
make successor of the Prophet (saw) in taking care of the Islamic Ummah. The Muhajireen
and Ansar agreed unanimously on making Abu Bakr al-Siddique Khaleefah (successor) of
the Messenger of Allah to the Muslims. And thereafter the Muslims did not differ on the
obligation of making a Khalifaah except some of the Kharijites and some Mu'tazilites who
breached the consensus. No one, however, did pay attention to them and nobody lent his ear
to them. The position of the Khilaafah in the principles of Shari'ah was attached by the
scholars to the principles of Deen among its different issues and one of its chapters is
Imaamah. Imam of the two holy cities (Abu'l Ma'ali Al-Juwayni) said in the book al-Irshad:
(the talk on the issue of Imaamah is not among the principles of the doctrine/tenet and the
risk concerning the one who slips into this idea and cultured as such is more dangerous than
the one who is unaware of it to be one of the principles of the Deen).”

Imam Al-Juzayri in the book 4 ¥ calidl e 4&ll “Figh of the Four Schools of Thought,”
said regarding the four Imams, af alel (e Gpabuall 23 Y il 5 (58 Aala) o Lo lad ) agas ; A1 380
Y gl Liall qen (B aaly iy B gpalaall e 06K O Hme Y 4l ey Gpalldal) (e (e sllaal) Caaiyg cpall jilad
LoBEe Yy gladie “The Imams may Allah have mercy on them agree that the Imamah
(Leadership) is an obligation, and that the Muslims must appoint an Imam who would
implement the Deen's rites, and give the oppressed justice against the oppressors and that it
is forbidden for Muslims to have two Imams in the world whether in agreement or discord...”

These are some of the evidences we have collected on the obligation of Khilafah and we
ask Allah (swt) to hasten His victory to the Islamic Ummah and that the Islamic Khilafah
returns on the method of Prophethood.

29 July 2008 CE
26 Rajab 1429 AH



