e Issue of a Single Moon Sighting for the Entire Ummah

The sighting of the moon is a matter of difference of opinion. The Ulema of Hanifi, Maliki
and Hanbali opine that a single sighting in any land, or any region of a shared sunset
(mutaala'a éh) suffices for all regions. Some of the Shafii Ulema disagree with this opinion
about the differing of shared sunset regions (plural &ls2), but not all of the Shafii Ulema
disagree. May Allah (swt) accept from all the Ulema in their exerted opinions.

It is to be noted that none of the classical Ulema considered ethnic, tribal or racial
borders as regions in this matter. The Islamic Ummah is one Ummabh, undivided by race or
language. It does not pay regard to the colonialist borders that divided and weakened us
before our enemies.

1. Regarding the beginning of Ramadan and the day of Eid, the first of Shawwal, the
blessed Messenger of Allah (saw) stated, 53 1slald a8 28 G ¢ aniy)l 1 g3kbly « 4053 154 sian

«& Yk “Fast when you see it and break the fast when you see it, and if it is cloudy
then complete the number of days of Sha‘baan as thirty.” [Bukhari and Muslim]

Understanding the reality is the basis for knowing the legal ruling on any issue. The
reality of the beginning of any Hijri month occurs after the birth of the Hilal crescent. It is the
legal cause that leads to worship, such as fasting, Hajj, Zakat ul-Fitr, Eid and other matters.
The reality is that the Hilal crescent has a single birth, as a single event, for the entire world,
which we then strive to see as a viewing (ru'yah).

In the language, the blessed Hadith indicates all the Muslims, regardless of where they
live. The order (Is«s=) is general and includes all of the Muslims in all the regions of the
earth. («u3))) is also in a general form and so it is any sighting and not the sighting by a
particular people in a particular land.

It is stated in the Explanation of Gardens of the Righteous (celiall &b ) 7 58) that, 4l s
e ala Moy al Gl Glcaey B I V51 130 ) 50 sy of aalsdll e oy “It means that is obliged on
all the Muslims that they all fast, if they see the Hilal crescent moon of Ramadan. If they do
not see it, then there is no fasting.”

2. Itis stated in Figh of the Four Schools of Thought (ALY caaladl e 4@ll) that, 4y, < 13)
g_s;}ad.aJLuAN_:l\\J\ A.uul\}c_\}uﬂ w;u)ﬂ\u.ud)sYc)\.bsY\ }L&é&e}a@j\&-\}})&ﬁy\w#dl@\
L) (e 35206 wie dillae M) allas ulh‘-.' s e ¥y .asall “If the sighting of the Hilal crescent in one of
the regions (qgatar) is established, then fasting is obligatory in all the other regions (agtaar).
There is no difference between the near one in terms of confirmation, and the far away one if
it reaches them by a path that mandates fasting. There is absolutely no consideration for the
differing sunset regions of the Hilal crescent moon according to three of the imams.”

It says in al-Mawsoo‘ah al- Fiqhiyyah (el de g sall) that, e J8 sa 5 Alliall g ASIal 5 diall Caad
ares assall a3l by b liaey da Ay, 138 ¢ gliaey el bl 8 alldadl Bl el ae ) ddglal)
Diie ] Apadlal) vie maaly | 43S AU Cllad s 5 4lys ) ) g g calus gle il Lo 41l Gl ¢ U guen 8 Cpaalasdl)
duaall sl “The Hanafis, Maalikis and Hanbalis are of the view and it is one view among the
Shaafa‘is that it does not matter if the moon in sighted in one shared sunset region and not
another with regard to confirming that the month of Ramadan has begun. If the sighting of
the new moon of Ramadan is proven in one land, then all the Muslims in all lands must fast.
That is because the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “Fast when
you see it,” and this is addressed to the entire ummah. The more correct view according to
the Shafi‘is is that the differing of the shared sunset regions are considered.”

3. As for the Shafii it is stated in Figh of the Four Schools of Thought (A=, caladl e i)
that, 13 e el ) sa s Of 4ali IS (e Leie A 3l dgall Jal o Can s dga o3 IOl duy ) il 1) o) 5168 dmdlizd) Ll
Gy Sl sl Agal) Jal Wl ¢ Taaat T 8 g pdie s Anl 0 81 Laginr 058 ol cqlaall alaily Jumny ol 5 e sl
allaall CSBEAY Ay )l o3¢ » pall agdle “As for the Shafi'is, they said, if it is confirmed that the sighting



of the crescent moon is in a region, then the people of the region that are close to it from
every direction must fast based on this confirmation. Proximity is achieved by the unity of the
single sunset region, with there being less than twenty-four farsakhs specifically between
them. As for the people of the distant area, it is not obligatory for them to fast with this
sighting due to the differing in the shared sunset regions.” 24 Farsakh is 120 km.

4. There are those amongst Shafiis who agree with the three Hanifis, Malikis and
Hanbilis. Imam An-Nawawi ¢4 said in the Commentary of Muslim ( ¢» alus msaa 7 54 4 zLAA
glaall) that o=, dal mes aiase (B A3l s Wilaal (ans JB5 “Some of our peers said that the
correct sighting applies upon all the people of the earth.”

Imam Shaukani (S said in Nayl ul-Awthar (Jd=s¥ Js), examines the saying of Kuraib
and states, ¥ se ales ade & Lo Bl Gy Ual 188 cagie bl i) ple G I8 58 ey S duaa 8 Aaal)
e dy Al odg Lala Baoa alu s agle i Lo Jsull e saie (f alug adle S Lo dil sy U ol 1388 cad g8y 3 5
Loy sin ) sageat ¥ lagdl) an Al A Guaall b LS oD Ay alially 5 5eY) Eunla ¥l Glldy ool je i calpwall axe
A o Al dab oty Y Gaal) 1 o ) il o e 285 Al 15,08 oSile 22 (8 oy a1 ok Y (U
Talgial 138 oS 1) (a lghal 13gd Caliall ge 4l CLA;‘ e S as sa (b al @) “The argument in the
saying of Kurayb is the saying of Ibn Abbas, may Allah (swt) be pleased with them both, ‘This
is how the Messenger of Allah (saw) commanded us.’” By his saying that ‘This is how the
Messenger of Allah (saw) commanded us,” he does not mean that he has a hadith of
Messenger (saw) specific to this issue which commands not fasting. Instead, what he
referred to, by that are the ahadiths commanding fasting, when the Hilal crescent is sighted,
as in the hadith narrated by the two sheikhs Bukhari and Muslims, “Do not fast until you see
the crescent, and do not break your fast until you see it. If it is cloudy for you, then count (30
days) for it.” | (Imam Shaukani) have previously indicated that this hadith is not specific to the
people of a particular region. Instead, it is a speech to every Muslim who is suitable for it. So
this statement, ‘This is how the Messenger of Allah (saw) commanded us’ is an ijtihad of a
Companion, if it is an ijtihad.”

5. It is sad that the matter of sighting of the moon has become controversial. It is a
symptom of weak understanding of our Deen, which in turn is through the absence of the
Khilafah, which established a strong Islamic education system, for centuries.

The matter has been made controversial by the current rulers, who seek to divide the
Islamic Ummah. They want to prevent the unity of the Islamic Ummah, which is the greatest
fear of their masters in the West. So they raise matters which do not even have a semblance
of an evidence to undermine a unified sighting of the Ummah. They strive for justifications to
build nationalism and division amongst Muslims. Regretfully, they are supported in this by
some of the Ulema who sold their Deen for a cheap price. This is in addition to those Ulema
who are effected by the corrupt reality of nation states, which is caused by the intellectual
decline, that also manifested in the weakness in jurisprudential knowledge.

The solution is not to dispense with Ulema as a pillar of the Islamic society. Instead, it is
to strengthen them, by encouraging the most able of our sons and daughters to strive in
seeking knowledge of our Deen. What is critical in our age is tajdeed of our Deen, which is
renewal. Tajdeed is not islaah (reformation). The form of Islam is in the perfect form, and
does not need reformation. What is needed is renewal of our understanding it. That depends
on improving our Arabic, which is the language of our Deen. It depends on us scrutinizing the
Noble Quran and the Prophetic Sunnah. It means according the due respect to the classical
Ulema who spent decades in understanding the meanings that were understood by the
Companions (ra), the best of all generations. And it mandates the restoration of the Islamic
Khilafah state which generated the environment within which the best of the Ulema arose,
giants upon whose shoulders we stand.
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